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FOREWORD 


Very few Western publications have appeared that give clear information on the ¢ arlicat 
history of the Slavs and their culture, The English reader has at his disposal only Pranci 
Dvornik’s book The Slavs: Their E 


rly History and Civilisation (Boston 1956), which analyses 
pecial regard to the be and chu 
Then there is the book by Marija Gimbutas The Slavs (London 1971), which 


asurvey of archeological cultures on the territory of the early Slavs from the Iron Age to the 


vritten record: 


nnings of Christianity h history 


limited to 


period of migration in the sixth and seventh centuries 


In French there exists only the Manuel de Uantiquité slave 1, U1 (Paris 1923, 1926) by Lubor 


Niederle, a work that was pioneering in its time but is today rather out of date 


German literature is in a slightly better position, mainly thanks to the work of Witold 
Hensel Die Slarwen im frithen Mit 


lalter (Berlin 1965), which is, in fact, a translation of 
a Polish publication and gives as 


stematic survey of material culture without regard to 


historical devclopment. A modest contribution is the author's Einfihrung in die 
Frihg nehte der Slawen (New 


Other works in German are devoted exclusively to specific problems or individual Slay 


nster 1970), which gives selected chapters on this topic 
regions 


This publication started as a Gzech edition (Prague 1977) and was revised and adapted 
both in text and illustrations. Its aim is to outline in a brief informative survey the 
beginnings and cultural forms of the Slavs from their ethnogenesis until the emergence of 


the first states and nations. In view of the considerable progress made by archeological 


research in re 


nt decades, these finds are given a prominent place but are set in the 
context of historical development, including other fields of research, Stress is placed on the 
pictorial documentation, including reconstructions in the form of drawings, which should 


give a closer insight into the life of the vanished world of the ancient Slavs 


The author wishes to acknowledge his gratitude for the selection and loan of illustrations to 
these institutions and individuals 
Archeologicky Gistay Nitra; Arkhcologicheski institut i muzey Sofiya; Arheolotki muze} 
Zagreb; Bulharské kulturni st¥edisko Praha; Ermitazh L 
Brandenburg; Kreis-Heimatmuseum Neuruppin; Landesmuseum fiir Vorgeschichte 
Halle; Magyar Nemzeti Mazcum Budapest; Miirkisches Museum Berlin; Morayské 
muzeum Brno; Museum fiir Ur- und Fruhgeschichte Potsdam; Museum fiir Ur-und 
Friihgeschichte Schwerin; Muzeum Archeologicane Poznan; Muzcum Archeologiczne 


dingrad; Kreis-Heimatmuseum 


Wroclaw; Nérodné mizeum Bratislava; Narodni muzeum Praha; Panstwowe Muzeum 
Archeologiczne Warsa 


4; Staatliche Museen zu Berlin; Zentralinstitut fiir Alte 
Geschichte und Archiologie Berlin; Dr. M. Beranov4, Prague; Dr. Z Cilinska, Nitra; 
Dr. B. Dostal, Bro; Dr. M. Holeéek, Prague; Dr. K. Reichertovaé, Prague; 
Prof. Dr. V. Hruby, Brno; Dr. H. Keiling, Schwerin; Dr. L, Kraskovska, Bratislava, 
Dr. B. Kruger, Berlin; Dr. B. Nechvatal, Prague; Dr. I, Pleinerova, Prague; 
A. Popov, Prague; Dr. A. Totik, Nitra; Dr. R. Turek, Prague; Dr. B. Tykva, Prague 
The author is especially grateful to Dr. M. Beranova and Dr. R. Turek for very valuable 


comments on the text 
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SEARCHING 
FOR THE ORIGIN 
OF THE SLAVS 


THE OLDEST WRITTEN RECORDS 


It is an amazing fact that so little attention has been paid 


r so Jong to so Large a section of the European 


population as that represented by the Sla roughl 


every third European is of Slay origin. Not a single 


mention of the existence of the Shia un be found in the 


works of ancient historians and geographers until th 
time of the migration of nations, yet they described the 
entire known world of the time and lett detailed record 


vw example, the Germanic and the Celtic tribe 


tre a number of reasons for this. Chief among 
s thar the Slay ethnogeny took place at a much 

later date than was the case of the Gelts or the Germanic 
tribes. Furthermore, these processes were taking place 


beyond the 


here of interest of the ancient wor 


in 


the remote regions of Eastern Europe where even the 


more enterprising traders visited only on rare occas 


They were acquair 
European Rus 


after the pec 


mainly with the southern parts of 


hich they called Scythia or Sarmatia 


living there. Greek colonies were 


founded along the norther yres of the Black Sea 
early as in the seven id sixth centuries 8.¢ , and itis 
highly likely that the Greek entured further inland 


along the big rivers in search of trade. But barely any 


records ex’ 


s of these early discoveries exeept a mentior 
in the works of Hecatacus of Miletu 


In the h century 6.¢. Herodotus, the father of Gr 


historians, visited Scythia. He went no further than the 
town of Olbia and stayed at the mouth of the Dniester 


but he lea iany facts about the nations livin: 


north from local experts; these he recorded in the 
book of his History (Historiés apodexis). For lor 


his detailed description of Scythia provided the bare 


facts of what the ancients knew about Eastern Europe 


Herodotus was 


are that broad steppes lay in. the 
southern parts crossed by a number of rivers and that 
boundless forests stretched further to the north. He 
knew the rivers that flow into the Black Sea: the Danube 
(Istros) with the Siret (Ordessos) and the Prut 
: : ; : Pyretos), the Dniester (Tyres), Bug (Hypanis) and 
Dnieper (Borysthenes). He was informed about the Don 

Tanais) that flows into the Sea of Azov (Maiotis). He 

described the dr 

' the Persian K 


the sixth century, against the Scythians 


matic but unsuc 


ssful expedition that 


g Darius undertoc 


te 


wards the end of 


4 militant tribe 


Terence j 


wom 
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until the modern era. Between the middle course ofthe ’ “aw 
we Peace and the Don lay the settlements of the erg from the Royal Scythians and the Nomad Scythians), "<"") : the Germanic tribes, This view has never been con 
of Iranian origin. Herodotus also knew of ca Leg cannibals) and the nomad Melanehiaing Neuri and Budini. There is ng to prove this, and ( tis firmed 
who had settled to the west, north and eas - : Androf is s ‘ved from thein habe wearing blag the link between these tribes and the Slavs remains M Valuable facts on the Venedi were yplied ‘by 
and helped them in the guerilla war a . whose mt fo the north of these, probably already inthe a matter of hypothesis. Ptolemy, the outstanding mathematician, astronomer 
To the west were the Agathyrsi neater garments. te eastern neighbours of the Nei iam This link may apply in the case of the large nation of and geographer, who lived in Alexandria in the second 
probably of Thracian origin, “loving luxury and 6" fore, a ol fair-haired and blue-eyed Bodiam the Venedi, who lived beyond the Vistula, between the century A.D. On his map he placed the Venedi toth 
which they mined in Romanian Transylvania. Coaeee remain » mystery. They lived mainly ly Baltic Sea and the Carpathians. They are mentioned in of the Vistula towards the Venedian Bay (probably 
north, between the upper Dniester and the mit” likewise re | dressed in: furs: They. says Hae the works of Roman and Greek writers of the first and a bay in the Baltic Sea between the mouths ol the Vistula 
Dnieper, lived the mysterious Neurt. Th Areas hunting ai though they are somedires aaa second centuries A.D Records exist in Pliny the Elder's and the Memel), and they were spread as far as the 
survived in certain place-names in eastern aie 1 Finnie sate with the Slavs, for their name does have Naturalis Hi of ¢, 77 and in the Germania by Tacitus Venedian Mountains (clearly the Garpathians), In view 
rivers Nura, Nurzec, and Nurland, the name or f° fn'nonnee io Beyoud these ta Reienean niet of the year 98. They are also mentioned by Ptolemy the of Ptolemy’s records scholars looking for settlements af 
entire region. The Neuri are therelor saik ues (oct - peste knew only of uninhabited regions; the iriBas geographer, who died in | the ancient Slavs have been concentrating largely on the 
the Slavs. According to Herodotus, they left segues Herodotus ki Se oe the Don — the Thyaaeeail Tacitus was at as to whether to count the Venedi Venedi. For until the sixth century their name was used 
homeland to escape large numbers: of iecaneert living to th eer utside the scope of (Rien among the Germanic tribes or the Iranian Sarmatians for the early Slavs, and it has survived to this day in the 
customs were similar to those of the Seythians, OXY * Sauromati = ar oven to discussion iv he peat But since the Venedi moved on foot, built houses and German name for the Slavs — die Wenden. But it is not 
s certain time of the year they all turned into WN What ele Scyihians (to beat used shields, in contrast to the nomad Sarmatians, who entirely clear whether the ancient Venedi can be 
This report by Herodotus oe ary . bees = Europ ——— origin of the = se lived in their wagons, he considered them aligned with identified with the Slavs. Their name is not of Slav origin 
which was widespread in Eastern 


werewolves, 0 


1 
the white” (ar 


far Vienna 


je may derive frore the Celtic cone 
n the Proto-fadeE 
af the 


she, inn the 
survives, for exampl 


Yndodena), Or it may come fror 
ei scholars ar 


wot Vor that reason many 
part of the Celts 


0 that the Venedi may have been 


cp Tihirlas who later migrated further south ta Dis 
Mediterranean region. (From this we get, for estes 
the name of Venice Others, on the trary = 
hat the Venedi were an unknows European perp 
whe later murged with the Slay and gave then thi 


sand ethnograph 


which remains a puzele to historian 
the Suvbeni, which many believe to mean the © ON 
Unfortunately, Pralamy reveals only that this (F1h¢ ; 
in northern Scythia by the side of the Alans an 
Nlanorsi, These statements have never been nm 
ccfea iyaiyek ta ectt ce and location of the Sla 


during Roman times is enhanced by the facet U 


QERMANS 
han 
cents THRACIANE 
rcame into closer contact with Central and 
Romans never ¢ 
: ia Europe, although they penetrated to the vicinity 


pave Slay settlements on several occasions, fop 
ot ample, under Emperor Augustus in 9 86; during the 

on of Tiberius in the years A.D. 14—16 and atthe time 
er \p 98—117). The Romans’ last successful 
eat reak through into Central Europe was aq 
expedition led by Marcus Aurelius (AD. 161~180) 


the Marcomanni and Q jadi on the territory of 


sttempt to bi 


against 
kia today. The Roman Emperor and philosopher 
Slovakia today 
n the banks of the Slovak river Hron and wrote his 
ue ny. He left an inscription ona rock at Trenéinin 


which to this day marks the Romans" most 
northerly inroac ae 
Iniled to establish the province of Marcomannia, which 
4 , have occupied the territory of present-day 


Slovakia 
oe | into Central Europe. But the 


was t 
vakia, or the province of Sarmatia, to cover 


pear parts of present day Hungary, for he died ar 
Vindobona (Vienna) in AD 180. In the following 
centuries the Roman Empire found itself on the defene 

ve against its northerly neighbours unt finally jt 
ay cumbed to the influx of barbarians at the time of the 
migration of nations. ¢ Inly its eastern parts, Byzantium, 
survived 

And at this point a new factor arrived on the scene 

the Slavs, advancing in vast numbers into Central and 
South-Eastern Europe from the regions beyond the 
Carpathians. They are mentioned for the first time, and 
hy their own name, by Pseudo-Gaesarius Nazianus in 
nis book Dialo; 
century. The main information on the Slavs in the sixth 
century was, however, provided by Procopius and 


dating from the beginning of the sixth 


Jordanes : : 

The Byzantine histonan Procopius of Caesareia took 
part in the struggle of the Byzantines against the 
Germanic Goths and wrote a book about it. Among 


others, he describes the long migration of the Germanic 


Heruli in 512 from somewhere along the middle course 


nnn 


Seecpe 


sing all Slavic nations” and across 


Varni in the Elbe valley, trom 


their original homeland ir 


Scandinavia, Even thy 


sgh the exact reute of their 
migration is not entirely clear, this report confines that 
the Slave were already in Central Durope at that time 


But they did not 


oxcupy it completely; there were still 


empty regi 


that is, parte that 


settled. Another report by Procoplus relates the adven 


turous struggles of the Lombard Hildigi y, in the 
course of a life full of viciesitudes, often found refuge 
among the Slave, Since the Germanic Lombards at that 


;cupied the Danube valley of today's Austria and 
Hungary, and their enemies, the Gepids, lived along the 


river Tisza, we probably have to look for the sett 


of Hildigin's Slavonic friends in the northern neighbour 
hood of the Lombards, that is, somewhere in the region 


where Slovakia and Moravia extend today. This mes 


that by the first hall of the sixth century the Slave t 


already arrived there. But the report says nothing about 
when and from where they had come 
The report by Jordanes is not much more satislactory 


either, although he supplies further facts, He also wrote 
il 


s of Gunthigis 
King of the Goths, He mentions the Slavs too, whom he 


the history of the Goths, whom he knew tror 


perso 


experience since he was in the serv 


calls Venedi or Venethi, as being a numerically large 
people settled over a vast area and divided into many 
tribes, The mast important, according to him, were the 


Sclaveni and the Antes. The Sclave 


were living 
between the Vistula, the Dniester, the town of 
Novietuni 


and Lake Mursia, Novietunum can be 
identified with ancient Noviodunum in the Danube 


delta on the territory of Romania, What is not clear is the 


location of Lake Mursia. It might be identified either « 
Lake Balaton or the confluence of the Tisza and the 


Danube in Hungary, or possibly as the confluence of the 
Sava 


and the Danube in northern Yugoslavia. In any 


case, Jordanes depicts a moment when the Slave had set 


out from their original homeland. The mysterious Antes 

possibly an Iranian tribe that later became engulfed 
by the Slavs — lived somewhere between the Dnieper 
and the Dniester. In the seventh century they were 


defeated by the Avars and v shed 


Historical sources, in other words, only reveal that the 
Slavs entered European history as a unit in the sixth 


century. At that time they began to spread to their 


present settlements, but it is not clear where they had 
lived before and what their previous development had 
been. The relationship to the ancient Venedi is merely 
hypothetical. One can certainly not equate the Slavs 
with the Venedi 


WHAT PHILOLOGY CAN PROV: Thre Ilyrlay d ToXhariana, Pt ts differ 


N h the hi juall eloy 1 I od 
cHor i i Indo-Buroy largua J A 
S Th I t we { \ pment are dated in a 
lingruistic t hbouring et | ! ’ It would seer at 
I 1 ' 11 : f 1 the Ind at a 
Arie f TT fepend ent of Greek 
Togethe r Celts, F A 1 Thracian 1 Italic, Celti 
Gr Alt 


Germ cand Ulyriar c Uy, and most like the 


r: the Slavs as an ethnic unip 
jevelop and are relatively the 
pean branches. For tha 
carly Middle Ages knew only one Slayonje 
Fees which was spoken from. the 
all Slavs from the 

Aegean Sea, and from the Elbe wy the 


ninth or tenth century by 


ii 


Dnieper, with only minor dialectal deviations among the 
Western, Eastern and Southern Slavs. 

After the consolidation of new settlements and the 
establishment of the first Slav states different national 


tongues began to develop, due to geographical, political 
and cultural differentiation. These | 


suages are in use 
to this day, Altogether twelve langu 


ges formed, divided 


into three groups: (1) the Western Slay group: Polish, 
Lusatian, Polabian (a vanished tongue of the Slav tribes 
on the territory of Ea 
Slovak; (2 


st Germany today), Czech and 
the Eastern Slay group: Russian, Ukrainian 
and Byelorussian; (3) the Southern Slay group: Ser 
Macedonian and Bulgarian, These 
languages became more differentiated in the twelfthand 


thirteenth centuries. But even before this happened, 


bo-Croat, Slovene, 


there existed a literary language of Church Slavonic 

thanks to the mission of Gonstantine and Methodius, 
the apostles to the Slavs, in the ninth century, In Eastern 
Orthodox circles this Chureh Slavonic is used with local 
modifications to the present time, It is not known when 
the three major groups began to split up into separate 


groups of Eastern, Western and Southern. Some 


philologists assume there had been dialectal differences 
between them already in their or 


inal homeland. But it 
seems more likely that the differ 


the Slay tnbes had 


itiation took place after 


settled in different regions, lost 


contact with each other and came into touch with 
different cultures and languages in their new settle 
ments, which brought about a differentiated develop- 
ment 


The degree of relationship of Slavonic languages to 


the other Indo-European languages varies. The greatest 
number of common features can be found with the Baltic 
languages: Lithuanian, Latvian and the now vanished 
Prussian and Yatvingian. This leads one to deduce that 
there had once been a common Balto-Slayic unit. Then 
there are links with the Germanic and Tranian lan- 
guages, and certain elements are in common with Celtic, 
Illyrian and Thracian. In other words, the Slavonic 
language developed somewhere in between these ethnic 
units; the Baltic to the north, Germanic to the west 
Iranian in the east and Geltic, Thracian and Illyrian in 
the south 

An analysis of ancient topographical names, especial- 
ly those of rivers, helps in localization of the develop- 


ment of Slavonic languages, Pure Slavonic names are to 
be fo: 


id mainly in the region b 


tween the Oderand the 
middle Dnieper, and linguists are all agreed in stressing 
the relatively archaic type of the names in the valley of 
the Oder and the Vistula. The hydronyms on the 
of 


¢ and provide proof that the Slavs 


Pripyat’ and Dnieper rivers, by contrast, seem to k 


a somewhat later da 


migrated towards the 


east at a later stage. The problem 
is how to determine the time at which th 


se local names 


came into existence as well as dating thec 


jestlanguag 
contacts with the neighbouring ethnic groups. The Slavs 


had closest relations with the Balts, who, once upon 


a time, occupied a far larger a 


of Eastern Europe than 
today, Their heartland lay in the river basin of the 
Nieman, Pregel, upper Dnieper and Western Dvina. If 


we are to believe hydronyms, the original Bultic 


settlements reached much further east to the region 
between the Volg 


and the Oka, south-east to the Seim 
and south as far as the nght bank of the Pripyav that 
is, a region that was already firmly in Slay hands in the 
sixth century A.D The present-day Baltic nations — the 
Lithuanians and Latvians — are, in other words, an 
insignificant fragment of a once large ethnic unit, In this 
respect their fate resembles that of the Celts. It can 
further be shown that the Balts had ancient linguistic 
connections with the Finns, Tranians and Thracians 
who complete the semi-circle to their north-east, east 
and south-east. The Slavs, therefore, must have devel 
oped to the south and south-west of the Balts, and their 
western and northwestern neighbours can only have 
been Germanic tribes, who were closest to them 
linguistically after the Balts 

Philological re 


arch suggests that before the begin 


ning of migration in the sixth century the Slavs must 


have occupied a region between the above mentioned 
ethnic groups, that is, north of the Carpathians, and 
somewhere between the middle course of the Dnieper 


and the river basins of the middle and upper Vistula and 
Oder 


listinguish indiv 


easily idual Sulturgy 
their geographical spread, Buti place among the Baltic ethnic units. The merging ol the slong the Carpathians to the upper Dniester and the 
WHAT ARCHEOLOGY HAS REVE ALED able barriers when trying to stipaiiags two cultures led to a complex of Bell-Grave burials (the Tisza valley in Hungary, It flourished throughout the 
rhs becomes. possible iia BrLt-GRAve CULTURE); the name given by Polish Roman period until the early fifth century A.D, and some 
Since language provides few concrete facts “ ; of Age yy hak Umea archeologists on ac tof the burial custom in which cholars, especially in Poland, therefore, identily it with 
the chranology of the oldest period, one must | pe : arn of the second sh monn Sa the urn was covered with s bell-shaped Vessel. This new the ancient Venedi. They point out the continuous 
archeology tor help. In the last few decades arco nr xtensive region of a an’ culture existed in the fifth to nd centuries Bx development from the local roots of the Bell-Grave 
have managed fo trace and work autinincressiiee ' known as the URNF! URE. ot stretched from the mainly in the river basin of the middle and upper Vistula culture and to certain links between the simple shapes of 
detail the cultural develop f the assumed Slave Raluc to the Mediterrancar Sea and from the Rhinearg and Warta, from where it spread west to the middle Praeworsk pottery and the pottery of the early Slavs in 
homeland back to the Neolithic perios However e < Rhdne as far as the Vistula, the upper Dniester ang course of the Oder and east to Volhynia and the Pripyat the sixth century. On the other hand, the atrong 
sitempts fo prove that the Slavs already exists : othe 7 3 middle courses of the Danube. It is highly likely tigy Forest te neighbotirhood, aloha the Rear Germanic contribution to the Przeworsk culture should 
distant past remain a matter of speculaue . + was inhabited by an Old European people Who were the Oder and Elbe ped the JASTORF CULTURE not be overlooked, c ially in burial rites, pottery 
vot vet divided up into ¢ Germans, Ttals, Tilyrigng associated with Germanic tribes, A little earlier the Celt weapons and ort nts, which have an undoubted 
snd Balto-Slavs. THE LUSATIAN CULTURE Ontheiaaas had appeared on the scene; they advanced into Central relationship to the neighbouring Germ regions to 
between the river e, Oder and Vistula formed Europe from their original home in southern Germany the north-west, It is often considered a bi-ethnic culture 
rge region, ane’ at One Ome and northern France around the year 400, and some of documenting the co-existence of Slavit:and Germanic 
of Slavic origin. But at that periag them reached the areas related to the Slav ethnogenesis tribes, with the Germanic element predominant along 
he forebears of the Slavs were still integrated into thay that is, the southern parts of Poland. Proofs of Slay the Oder to the west, while the Venedi-Slavic may have 
Old European unit in whic h differentiation began only contacts with the C an be found both in the been supreme to the east along the Vistula, The only 
in the first millennium sc The bearers of the Lusatiag Janguage and in certain cultural relics, among them thing that is cert is that the Przeworsk culture was 
culture can, therefore, have represented no more thag religious practices ethnically a mixed one; all other conclusions remain in 
ne of its dialectal groups, nob yet ethnically de In the first century #¢ the Bell-~Grave culture was the sphere of hypothe 
simited replaced by a new cultural unit, the PRrzeworsk In dealing with Slav origins one must take into 
~ { breakthrough in development occurred at the GULTURE In recent years this has been the centre of account not merely the territory of southern Poland but 
transition from the Bronze to the Iron Age (the eighthtg attention in all efforts to determine Slav ethnogene f exe T likewise the western Ukraine, where a complex develop- 
the seventh century BC), when the southern Russiag This culture occupied a somewhat larger domain than Sins wre Eodistsinnie, “ment was taking place at a period contemporary with 
steppes were rulec by the Tranian Seythians, wha its predecessor and spread chiefly south-eastwards jor keen Koby the Bell-Grave and the Przeworsk cultures, This can 
er pmook destructive raids far (o the west into Genteap Ue 
Europe. Their invasion broke up the Lusatian culture 
ay in the sixth century BC. it became overlaid By the 
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remated and the remains placed in  simpl 


made and undecorated urns buried belo 
Bell-Grave ements) and 


uasically alee 


turnull 
territory where the early Sla ct 


1 simply in the ground, Finds of the Korchak type can 
pearance 


entury on. Ivis typical of the ender 
Only in the oort the rem 


anian (Le Oder, Vi 1, Dniester and Dnieper t 
veral ethnie ‘Fao fourth centus 


: ne economic and political Unig 


be dated by the weapons and cast 


werent uch as clasp he trimming pe 
Dnieper, did certain 2 


nents, which proves that and at the ¢ 
spp 


intl the filth century 4 ies 
ZARUBINTSY CULTURE or Kit f). Bi 


4 chiefly by Baltic eribes Sash o Bven if the process of Slav ethnogenesis Pasuhinits 
culture 
snified 5 nected with the Chernyakhov eulturey 


jefinite proofs have been presented thay has partial connecti 
between the culture of the early Slavs aad aaa 


and armbanc 


n from the fifth to seventh century 
century all developed cultures with Late Roman t 
the formation of an otherwise more orlegy d 


. yuthern Russian treasures. Byzantine coins from the 
jtions vanished: that is, the Chernyakhov, Late < ixth century were brought to light in the bill-fort 


ev type and the Przeworsk. In ad Zz 


{ter a certain gap in time, an 


culture emerged which 
ems P 


» far no 


ap with any hem directly 
firm te 


ulture. For life came toa sudden sto 


esented quite a nove 
the Chernyakho 


k henomenon on this territory 


sround A.D. 40, where previous cultural elemer 
ieaent fa violent end. This seems Let take a 
settlements 

os vasion of the nomadic Huns, who atthay Slavs. It di 


icross the Volga and the Doninig 


s tended to merge 
in the set 


bear signs 


the culture of the ear 
many 


ed from that of their predecessors mr 
to reflect at 


aetna in its simplicity, comprehensible if we take into account 
dmermace broke up the Gothie tribal unin that it was forr 


ed by a pe 


on the mave, in the 
the Ukrainian Bilas hater raids into the Carat whirlpool of the big tribal migration, which did not leave 
and set up Dases “OF the Chernyakhov cultire Wall time for richer cultural development. It would seem that 
Basin. The be 1h. to the west and south. In theif in its earliest phase it took shape in the lowlands between 
scattered eg occurred a time gap in setlementa the eastern Carpathians the rivers Pripyat’ and 
entry tae ee which is difficult to bridge aime middle Dnieper, where, int to seventh centuries, 
their former (ern Ory ee the sixth century, alikgugie we find the KoRcHAK Tyre. called after Ukraini 
definitely Slav ae have tried to do so. To date only in the Zhitomir region. These finds are concentr in 
a number of se finds have been made in the regal t r basin of the Pripyar’, mainly along it 

ve cat snd the Bug. ‘They raga tributaries; eastwards they react as the Dnieper 
{ the ‘ary and show a certain conneeGonige westwards to the Western Bug outh to the Dniester 
from the fifth cen sth re, which as @ unit disappeared The relatively small settlements lie along low rive 
the Chernyakhov cultul 


The western equivalent of the Kor rates 

Pracue Tyre, with finds covert ps 
th ca ol 
Poland as iret 
Caechos! 7 
southern pi 

basin of Austria, Of these o = a 
Poland und perhaps the eastern { ‘pasty Bi 
counted as the original homeland of the © 1 
ettiement of the rest ol the territory alre ady reflects 
expansion <e 

At the turn of the fourth to fifth century [ar 
changes were taking place on the territory ¢ 
Preeworsk culture in south id ce 
caused by the incursions « I 


thian Basin. The settlements and burial gro! 


lisappear, the Roman tradition gag 


lation into the first half of the fe 
C= ved with Hun influences spread 
cen a seer athian Basin. All this vanished When gig 
from th came to anend in 455. Then the§) 
Hun ee ae sce Ire he cast into this 
were able 


s them their 5 unornamented pottery 


s and burial by crematigg 


ving wilt 
bringing Mr anean dwellin 


ubterran 

semis at that might help in dating these finds, bag 
w aids ¢ ? 

Fev very reason {0 SUPPOst that the Slay settlemeny 

there 8 * ye second half of the fifth century 


The third region associ ated: with Ae Pe 

are cay between the lower Dnieper and the 

n of the Southern Bug 

1955 the archeologigy 
PEN'KOVKA TYPE to 


ethno 
Dniester and 
According 
{ the name this group 
ought to light five settlements spreqg 


the river ba 


x site found 


di 
xppen 


Excavations | 


ot jlometres (about four miles) along the bank 


In character, choice of terrain ang 


the river Tiasmin 
; { dwellings, they were of 3 similar type as the 
at the Korchak group. Likewise the hands 
ed pottery is close to the Korchal 


type 
settlement 
unormament 
Jiffers from it by the predominance of bi-conig 


strongly reminiscent of similar finds iq 


made 
group butt 
shapes that are 
the fore 


etal objects 
m 


regions of the north, Among the numernug 


sre valuable fibulae which fac ilitate dating 
he sixth to seventh century But strong links with 
to the sixth 


ae eceding Chernyakho. culture, which vanished ap 
the preceding 


he turn of the fourth to the fifth century, point to an 
the turn 0 


c turn Gran of the Pen’kovka type. These two type 
ir on been found side by side, The contacts with th 
et of the Chernyakhov population. and the 
remnants 


milation of their culture must have taken place in the 


fith century. some scholars are therefore, of the opinign 
ifth cent 


that the people who created the Pen'k« 


ka type were 


survivors of the original Iranian population, probably 
Sarmatians, who adapted to Slav ways and were called 
Antes (or Anti) in the historic records of the sixth 
century. Jordanes, for example, distinguishes them from 


the Sclaveni, probably pure Slays, but stresses that they 


likewise spoke a Slavonic tongue. Their mighty union of 
tribes succumbed to the Avars in the early seventh 
century, but the culture survived longer and the spread 


of finds to the south indicates that these Slay 


s partici 
pated in the expansion to the Balkans 


Archeologists are at a loss 


gard to another 


cull 


al group that existed in the for 


=I ms of the 
upper Dnieper, roughly today’s Byelorussia and the 


river basin of the Desna as far almost as Kiev. According 


to wo important finds it is usually called the KOLOcHIN 
TUSHEMLYA TyPE These people lived in small settle 


long the river banks, using semi 


dwellings or houses built at ground level supported on 
posts. They made simple pottery, slightly different in 
shape from the Korchak-Prague type: conical, bi-coni 


eal, gently profiled, ete. The women wore bronze 


naments of the Baltic type inlaid with enamel. Their 
garments were held together with one fibula, they wore 


bracelets with widening ends and spun wool with the 


re hole in the centre 


sid of bi-conical spindles with a la 
The men wore belts with gilt bronze ornaments, and 
their weapons included bow and arraw and spears. The 


dead were cr 


uated and the remains were placed in pit 
sometimes in urns or below tumuli 

In view of the similarity in features of the general 
cultural model, scholars have put forward the ideas of 
& possible connection between the Kolochin-Tushemlya 


type and the Slays. They point out that certain elements 


spread to the south, the area where Pen’kovka type finds 
associated with the Slav Antes were made, On the other 


hand, it should not be overlooked that basically the 


Kolochin-Tushemlya type had its roots in the Baltic 


Iron Age cultures with some influences of the Zaru- 


bintsy culture 


apes of pottery, ornaments with inlaid 
enamel). Iris, furthermore, widely spread over a territo- 
ry where philologists have found Baltic, names of water- 
courses; it did not continue fo develop but was overlaid 
in the eighth to ninth century, by the influx of the 
colonizing Slavs. They brought a different culture from 
the south, the area of the Korchak and Pen'kovka types 
It is now thought that the inhabitants of the upper 
Dnieper basin, where the Kolochin-Tushemlya culture 
grew up in the fifth to eighth century, were most likely 


Baltic or at best mixed Balto-Slavic in origin. 


WHEN DID THE EMERGE pe 
OF THE SLAVS TAKE PLACE 


adings in the 
We have summed up the are feos al es “ 
hypothetical homeland of the Slavs, salad 
by ancient writers to the period of t sf 
ines foundations of the ethnic map 
evitable simplification 


first 


rer 
of nations when the 


Europe were laid, Despite the i 
tes how complicate 


a process the 


s scholars 


this brief survey indic 
« of the Slavs was, Int 
ven though the: 
‘of material to uphe 


ny regard 
4 have gathered up 
their 


emery’ 
are still in the dark, 
siderable quantity 


a oO 


arguments. t 
The following questions still require cl 


‘ory facts, t 
to decide between mutually contradictory 


appear 
ke them fit the mighty, historically proven @PE 


arification: how 
now (0 


century of the Slavs, a 
unknown to the Gvilj 


n the sixth to Seve nth 


a completely 


who had ae time? How t0 explain the fact that an 
world until Ware nich, in the first half of the! fing 
ethnic unit for there was no place historically ge 

xp, there wa F 7 


millennium 


on which all scholars might agreg: 
denly to flood a considerable part of they 


logically 


arche 


J suc 
anaged $v nt in the course of (Wo OF three 


Ny ja it possible that such & mighty Seetigg: 
who, from the sixth century ong 
and cultural unity, should ungp 


European 
centuries? Hi 


of European 
linguistic 


peoples 


emerged 9 he attention of the entire civilized world of” 
then ais te Romans, who were otherwise $0 well 
the Greeks ane 


tt far more remote regions? Tt is equally 
ape nat among the large Indo-Europeam 


h the Germans, Celts, Hlyrians, Thra- 
nas 


informed 
remarkable 


branches, sue 


cians, Dacians, Scythians, Sarmatians, etc 


ne Slavs 
were the only ones who were known by name only after 


the fall of the Roman Empire. The view that a mere 


change of name, that is, from the Venedi to the Slavs, 
took pl 


stability of names of the other large ethnic groups. While 
we can trace archcologically the development of the 
Germanic tribes, the Balts, Gelts and Tranians, far back 
into antiquity, the Slavs vanish without a trace before 
the fifth to sixth century. Very little help is rendered by 


the efforts of certain archeologists who try to show the 
overlayi 


ig of early Slavonic culture upon the cultures of 
the Roman period, This refers only to marginal features 
and not to the culture 


s such, Equally unsatisfactory 
are propositions as to a change in the cultural model 
during the critical historic situation of the migration of 
nations, e.g. from the model of the Przeworsk culture to 
a deviating model of Early Slavonic. This does not 
explain the time gap between the disappearance of the 
old and the birth of the new culture. 

There is only one highly likely, if hypothetical, 
explanation for these 


contradictory historical, ar- 


E 


lll =" "GF = 


Map of archecibagical groupe in Eastern 


uroppe in the first half of tbe frst 


presented by 


«ur 


hak rype: the 


mn .0. The cre Of the Slave 


Joedane's “Selaveni’ 


the 
Antes! 


probably Slavicteert Iranians ~ toy 


Hs of the Pen"birvka type. The 


also Sia detzed 


is not satisfactory given the comparative Keiochun-Tuhemlya ype relates mall 


od, to Baltic inhabitants, later 


a 


cheological and linguistic facts: the Slavs a5 a cultural 


and ethnic unit, in the form known from the sixth 


century AD on, did not exist in antiquity, ‘They 
that 


underwent a comple 


process of ethnogenesis 


reached its culmination in the fourth to filth century 


was completed just before the great migration beg 


This might even be regarded as # sign that the entire 
process had matured by then. The difficulties that arise 
in trying to determine ethnically the cultural groups of 
the Ri Oder and the 


middle Dnieper (Przewornk, Cherny 


van period living between th 
k 


a the fact that in marginal a 


wv, Zarubintsy) 
as they all 


derive fi 


contributed to the birth of « new ethnic unit, a process 
that the 


celts and Germans had under e long before 


Of all the members of the large Indo-European family 
the Slavs were the last to emerge. And for that reason 
their arrival in history took place with such youthful 


strength. Only if that is so can we understand how, all 


f a sudden, they emerged in the sixth cent 


yup and h 


ry as 


a unified linguistic w, by contrast to the 


Germanic groups, who underwent a much longer 


development, they became differentiated in language 
relatively late — between the ninth and the thirteenth 


century. To this day they 


matin 


omparatively closer to 
each other than do the nations of the other Indo-Eure 


pean branches 

The ancient Venedi must have played an important 
role in this ethnogenctic process even if one cannot place 
an equation mark between them and the early medieval 
Slavs 
rians, 


Their ethnical character remains unclear (Llly- 
Celto-Germans, or likely Balto-Slavs 
— a transition between the Balts and the Slavs? 


more 
Infact, 
they probably were no more than an organizational 


component that later merged with its economic sub- 


stratum and represented therefore a mere developmen- 


tal pre-stage of the early Slavs. That would help us to 
understand why Tacitus was at a loss to say whether the 
Venedi 


Sarmatians. 


were part of the Germanic tribes or the 


The new ethnic group emerged along the fringes of 


several large Indo-European groups confirmed in the 


ords. There were the Balts to the north, the Germans 
to the west, the Iranian Sarmatians to the east and, to 
a lesser extent, in view of certain linguistic relations, 
even the Gelts, Thracians and perhaps the Ilyrians to 
the south. Closest in language to them were the Balts, 
whose share in the ethnogenctical process of the Slavs 
was most pronounced. Recent research has shown that 


Baltic names of watercourses can be found surprisingly 


far south and east, even south of the Pripyat’, thatis, the 
domain of the Slavie Korchak type of the fifth to seventh 
centuries. They occur over an infinitely larger area than 
the river names of definitely Slavonic origin. This fact 
strongly contrasts with the spread of Slav and Baltic 
settlements formed, according to archeological evi- 
dence, in the 


ighth to tenth centuries. It indicates the 
great importance of the Baltic component in the origin of 
the Slay ethnic group 


et in which led to the emergence of the 


gisintegraion § 
The one Slavonic language documented in records O° three main gFoUP of Slavs — Eastern, Western and. awa 
urce f 3 1 iguistic unit 
the sixth to ninth centuries; ca? be considered an Southern — and later in the Middle Ages, to the origin a yee ofthe Slay people in'th Re 
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of mati inguisticall red strikingly 
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Ir « (with a major Baltic share), which we must the Europea" people They appear on the scene only 2 r example, the Germar 1porary ethnic astern Europe, wh nul 2e8 living in inland 
c emergence nans), anc lere, un hae 
seek somewhere between the middle Dnieper, Pripyat frer the middle Fe the first millennium \D Without 2 in history and areheol A their sudden had formed a. Balto Sin. i] the Roman period, they 
upper Dniester Vistula and Oder All Lingruiste and h nelusion one & annot explain the relative sihes This could happen on! logy, from the sixth : pndividiialiced Hy cl unit. They then beean 
uch a cone a Senne ke »pen only asa : ‘ sy closer contacts atin 
archeological facts point to that region. Archeologi< ally plex ethnogenetical consequence of * : Germanic and I with the neighbour 
d the : ical process, whi . a id Tranian regions Ing 
this is reflected in the content wnd extent of three ie first half of the first mill hich took place in f carly Slays, who later ; ws. The outcome was th 
nillenniur 1 ms " 0 later set out 01 c 
adjacent cultures which partly interlinked the nium AD. It involved 1 ; homes in Europe. But th ut on the march to find new 
Praeworsk, Chernyakhov an {Lace Zarubintsy, to whic! probably of Bale Chapter that is a story to be told in the next 
ined ethnic components J Se cmaunacid 
ree. Eee : 
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ed, OF particular im 
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Kiev type). The disappear 
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ntury isas 


the fourth to fifth 


these cultures in 
ulmination of that ethni Irural 
ion. The 
ance in the fifth to sixth 
ague-Korchak type, 4 unt 


4 ethnic unit 


tion and cul 


actual Slavs (Sclavent 


and linguistic integr 
then made their appea™ 


firmed by finds of the 


century 


fied cultural unit reflecting 4p integratec 


Once the Slay expans 


jon was complete and 
settlements had been occupied, a new process of 
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dwellings and joyfully placed upon the ground their 
m they had carried on their shoulders.”” 
trained words in whic hh Cosmas formulated his 
1c was trying t0 ish a historical 
5 in its medieval form 
traditions that related the 0 
was clearly linked to a definite pl 
outline Mount Rip, in the very © 
offered itself to the idea of “Old Father Gzech”, the 
its summit after long years 


~ With its striking 
of the country, 


leader of the tribe standing 0” 


of w 


andering and choosing 


home for his peop 


from 


Lane 


rem 


But 


Germanic precursors 


the 


write 


Father © 
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flonl, He did not eve 
come from 


ot € 
ehrer 
who 
home 
folk | 
himse 


In th 


Carpathians 


Ukra 
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relate 


home 


ninth 


Me 
4. This distan 
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Coami 


sixteeath-cent 
” and he w 
zech settle 


not been inhe 


ryechs had 
viclers, such & 


strangely eno 


land of the Ceechy 


lace, it cannot 


It must have assumed butG 


distant pas 


toda’ 


ine, from 
d, some to Uh 
as tar 


d to them, split up in the 


and told » 
nd, as we 


century Bava 


Nebo set eyes oF 


one thing is re 0 
ra had come to the country 


here the mighty Slav tribe of th 


as eastern Bohemia 


the surrounding F 
sie juar Like Moses long befor 
the Taraelites 


nt past was no more than # 


anceatc 


and embroidered with 


€ 


the chroniclers F* 


who 


Promised 


minty 


at 


port 


not know abour their Celtic s 
they were only cise wered by 
who studied ancient 


ury scholars 
1a, therefore, of the opinion | 


in a deserted, forest 


{ since the 


abit 


where 


re to guess 


« Dalimil in the fourtee 
ugh, spoke of Croatia ast 
Lf that is a reference to 


mean modern Croaua 


1 this stretched to the no 
y's southertt 


e south, the Balkans, others 


game manner 
imilar stories about 
can discover from: reports 


rian Geographer 


Old 


He left that © 


ath century 


clad land that 
© of the biblical 


the multitude 


later 


he original 


nolder 


t 


as Dalimil 


reat or White Groans 
rth of the 


Poland and western 


ye Croats 


» the 


The Serbs. who were 


as the 


by 


their original 


the 


of the fir 
wat Louny 


ull some truth from le 


sible to © onda, Bug 
be taken as providing present-day histos 
able facts, Their elforts largely tailed ty 
‘ate lack of confirmed sources, Reports, 
| of reports with references here and 


Lr is hus PF 


x00 
they @ 


with 
uns 


jew of the corp! 


»ment 

onan AA eijo far been found and analysed often 
which have § 

theres Wore questions whan aNiswers 

produce 1 


hopeless situation ¢ hanged greatly when 
nee ained in the discussions of the historians: 
: of pottery provides concrete proof of the 


According to finds in the Prague 


arches 
p discovery 
f the Slavs 
known, since 1940, as the Prague 
finds made in Moravia, 
snd mainly in southern Poland 


thei 
expansion 0 
he pottery #8 

rion the 
ee , were 


Soon similar 


Fast Germany 
vv he western Ukraine (Korchak type}, that is, on 

ms that belonged to the easter regions of St 
dese The connecnon beoveen these finds and the 
re he Slavs at the time of the migration’ 


rps 


Slovakia 


migration 
ments of th 
suddenly became clear 

¢ notonly concerned with pottery bur 
ances in which itis founds 


mo 
nations 
Archeolog’ 


the circums' 
‘nd relationships investigated in 
Jes a better insight into the life 


with discovering 
1 total of facts 
h then provic 
{wellings and the level of culture. In the ease 


the sun 
the researc 


ie, work, 
style, type inwas matter of finds of graves and 


a the graves the pottery most often served 

1 (g hold the burnt bones and ashes athe 
as urns, that it rs had been placed in these urn 
dead. Certain 90 combs, glass beads and the like 


sps, knives ik 
rs these remains were buried iy 


The urns containing 
awk araves or a DArTeW. Way raised above thems 
shallow graves 


the dead had not been ¢ remated, which was rare 
Where racy early period, they placed an urn in the grave 
ne very ¢ 


in th the remains of pottery vessels 


In the dwelling 


as agilt 


ts, lay scattered on the floor op 


‘ether with other objé 
together witT Oe, or they were left behind) whenitig 
as waste, 

ae fienly abandoned or destroyed. The 


‘other sites, with objects of the 


in infills 
dwelling W 
json with finds in 


Sie ig following periods, and those fir 


same, preceding 


hbouring and more remote regions and then mape 
neighbe za 


ll these finds enables the archeologists to do What 
ping all the 
the histonans coulc ; 
ea of the ove rall advance 
oF fui able data on the development of pottery of the 
ve type were derived, f0r example, in investigations 
Prague e x 
tie AYP tion cemeteries at Velatice near Bro, whe 


i horizontal stratigraphy it became 


{ never read in their records: to getan 
Slay settlement 


«basis 
a ae epee a conclusive link between the Prague 
possible t 


other Slav pottery. Aq 
| was also made at Pittuky in southemy 


type and the well-known 


important fine 
Meo via, where more than four hundred graves were 
Moravia. 


covered together with a settlement that occupied an 
poe kilometre (0.4 square mile), 

which this. find 
since the majority of 


crea of roughly one square 


The concentration of inhabitants, 


is quite exceptional 
its and burial grounds of the Prague type were 


proves; 
settlemer 
1a relatively small scale 


a few accompanying objects the 


On the basis of the 


Moravian finds of the Prague type can be dated roughly 
to the period from the turn of the fifth to the sixth century 


into the seventh century. For a historian this fact is 


, until the middle of the sixth century 
he has to reckon with Gerr 


remarkable since 


anic settlements in the 
southern parts of Moravia where the early Slav finds are 


concentrated, In the fifth century the Rugi lived here, 


1 this far from the Danube valley in 
Austria. After their utter defeat by the Goths in 488 the 
area of the 


who had sp) 


Rugi was taken over by the militant 


Lombards, who were traced by the archeologists from 


finds of skeleton burials with tombs of warriors. An 


exceptional discovery of this type was the tumulus at 
Zura near Brno. In 1805 Napoleon set up his head 
quarters righton top of itand directed the famous battle 


of Austerlitz from there. He had no idea that below him 


were the tombs of other similar conquerors, who had 
penctrated into Moravia thirteen centuries earlier. It 


may well be that this is the burial place of a Lombard 
king and his wile; the rich dowry for the after-life had 
unfortunately been stolen, except for some small pieces. 
But what is interesting is that in one of the tombs, sherds 
have been found of a vessel that is very close to the 
Prague type. There ha 


- been several such cases, and 
this proves a certain form of Slavo-Germanic co-exist- 
ence 

These relationships can tell us something about the 
arrival of the 


avs, about a period for which written 
records remain silent. A number of settlements and 
burial sites have been discovered in Slovakia. At the 
settlement at V¥capy-Opatovce vessels of the Prague 
type were found side by side with Hun pottery, which 
cannot be later than from the second half of the fifth 
century when the nomad empire of the Huns came toan 


end in the Garpathian Basin after their defeat on the 


Catalaunian PL 
fertile regions of south-western Slovakia, 
Morava, Vah 
before that dime Slay 
Slovakia. 
here 


The finds are concentrated in the 


Dudvah A little 


Nitra, Hron and Ipel 


tribes moved into eastern 


where their pottery is found together with 
of the barbarian Roman culture from the carn of 
the fourth to the fifth century (known as the PRESO 


rypr). In this manner it is possible to document the shill 


af Slav settlement in Central Europe from east to west 
The living conditions in the most we sterly regions 
that in, the Czech lands and along the middle course of 


the Elbe (the southern part of today's German Demo 


cratic Republic are revealed, on two particulis 
important sites among many others, where archeologists 
have been concentrating the sttention: Brezno near 


Louny and Dessau-Mosigkau in Saxony 


At Brezno a settlement from the end of the fifth and 
the first hall of the sixth century has been uncove red. It 


belonged to the remnants of the Germanic ini 


abitants 
who had otherwise left the Gzech lands as they 
further to the 


moved 


south-east and south-west. The people 
lived in huts of a rectangular ground plan, partly dug 
into the ground, with a wooden construction usually 
supported by six poles, in which case three of them are 
placed on each of the narrower sides, Their settlement 
cradually moved from its original place in an easterly 
direction to the right t 


Ohie 


k of'a stream that flows into the 
During the first half of the sixth century new 


le t F f foll 
ly inhabited { Bol c 1 
fall id fv hf 
id not tly differ f vein Ge 
wighbour heir manner of living and le t 
for th 1 hh it 
the relativel ‘| bout t ‘ 
Tt li lik ise in Sim 
the ground, but of square ground plan wit ; 
rth floor and lly a n nin the h f 
orn hich did exist the t I 
Vessels of the Prague type with or withe t 
predominated cholds. Th i 
the two peoples can be traced in mixed 't { pout 
ind dwelling 
The Sila ettlement ik eo ry alter r 
probably as a consequence of ical, partiall : 
migrator vriculture in which certain are ol the tlle 
land were left to lie fallow after a certain period and th 


iwellings were moved closer to the fields then under 


cn to ten houses were grouped in 


1round an ntral space (each settlement had 


roughly forty 1 inhabitants), and all around 


pits for supplies — deep pits ofa circular shape tha 


ed for underground grain storage. The corn fou 


mainly wheat but also barley, rye, oats, mille 
en peas, lentils and hemp, is proof of amore 

{ agricultural technique than the original in 
habitants possessed 

\ similar village with an open central area 

excavated in the years 1962—65 on Zoberberg hill near 
Dessau-Mosigkau in the south of the German Demoer 
tic Republic, Here, too, contacts with the original 


and the 


inhabitants were observed in finds of potter 


construction of dwellings, and here, too, the settlement 


was gradually moved, in fact in five stages. Many othe 


imilarities can be found, with but one difference 


everything took place ata slightly later date, the seconc 
half of the sixth century 
In this manner the archeologic 11 finds of the Prague 


document the advance of Slav tribes from the east 


to the west: first they are to be found in eastern Slovakia 


in the first half of the fifth century 


perhaps as early as 
then in south-western Slovakia ( econd half of the fifth 
century); in southern Moravia (at the turn of the fifth to 
ixth century); later in Bohemia (first half of the sixth 
century) and finally between the Elbe and the Saale 
second half of that century). What the contemporani 

of this historic proce Procopius and Jordanes — did 
not reveal was shown by mute evidence in the hands of 
the archeologist 


Slav settlement in the north-western parts of Gentral 


Europe presents a slightly different picture; this is the 


wn between the middle and lower cours of the 
settlement is not 


Elbe, Oder and Vistula. Th 


rded in any chronicle and is Hot even mentioned in 


on the proot 


and so we have 
yet 


egend 
sreheological finds, which have not 


vided by 
iven answers (o all the questions 
from the time of the 
sically at the turn 


of 


Here, too, Germanic settlements 


ame to an end ba. 
ntury. Butin places enclave 

yived until the second half of 
of the sixth century; for 


1 late Przeworsk-cul 


late Roman period « 
of the fourth ro the filth ce 
the pre-Sl pabitantss 
the fifth en the beginam 
entral Poland where 


x ate, in « 
discovered at Piwonice the 


ture settlement wa ame 1 
true of Polish Pomerania 
west was likewise depopulated in the f 
moved to Britainat that 
but 


The territory further to the 


ifth century — the 


Angles and Saxons 


the Lombards migrated to the 


tribes of the 


{ Germanic settlement remained in Westen 


tra in Mecklenburg and Holstein until the fig 


Pomeramé 


varter of the 


aati the beginning of the seve nth century; in Branden: 


4d the middle ¢ 
,peared around the middle of the sixth 


jixth century, in exceptional cases even 


burg anc ourse of the Elbe the Germanig 


settlement disay 
century 


The migratior 
gible for the Slavs to penetrate by stages, in larger 
ewhere, and here they will have metthe 


of the local Germanic tribes made jy 


numbers thart 


Jast of the Germans 
of Slavonic culture, whic h differs in 


to leave. This conditioned the 


unique features 


ne respects from the Prague type ob the mom 


oi herly regions. In their settlements the archeologitg 
found types of houses other than the 
subterranean dwellings typical of the Prague-Ror 


sle tended to live in log eabins above 


have, for instance 


om 


chak type: the peor 


ground, the interior was not dug into the ground, and 
only irregular trenches served for storage. In the first 
phase of colonization the local Slays produced simple 

hand-made and undecorated pottery, but of shghtly 
differing shapes (known as the SuKkOW-DzitEDzIce Tyre) 
than those customary on the territory of Czechoslovakia 
or southern Poland. Very soon more advanced pottery 
appeared, turned ona wheel, for example, the FELDBER( 

ryPF. or the bi-conical TorNow TYFE vessels found 
mainly in Lower Lusatia, Silesia and in the Oder valley 

The original centre of these two types of ornamented 
pottery — dated into the seventh, in places even the end 
of the sixth century — is being sought in the region along 
the upper course of the Oder and in Silesia at the time of 
the migration of nations, where similar elements ap: 
peared within the late Przeworsk setting. Itis from there 


that the main stream of Slavic colonization must have 


he midal 
ed her 


ye Middle 


Central Ev 
y of the Slavonic languages later ¢ 
ing; including Polish, Lusatian—Sorbian 
snished Polabian Slavonic and Kashubian, The 
Middle Ay aw the first signs of differentiation ame 
who after settling over a vast territor 
1 to lose their unified language and cults 
ally split up into more or less big groups; and 
once independent states came into being, this led to the 
development of natio 
The Slay expansior t continued in the 
eventh and eighth centuries when it nearly reached t¢ 
the mouth of the Elbe, as pre xy recent finds of Sla 
cttlements in Hamburg, They crossed the middle 
courses of the Elbe and Saale and penetrated to 
Thuringia and northern Bavaria. This remarkable 
influx of xetders might have gone even further i, ar che 
end of the eighth century, there had not appea 
4 mighty barrier in the form ic Empire of Char 


lemagne who began to push in the opposite direction 


wk ew facto 

a r militany 

he Eastern s 
Carpathian 
hear relatives 


Germanic cartel : 
x 1 he Lombardy . J 
ped the Lo . 
The A Lombardy SAR D: f 
: i 1th Avars occupied thei 
leave thea 


' g n 568 and move 4g : 
A ‘ . Cpe On the 

R Emy The Avars then made the 

t Hungary today their centre, and frgey : : 

J c Ww r A'S uthern Europe ; x : 
Ay tribes either ay . 

Ss i i 1 t emained on the side gy 

\ a A slong the lower Darnute 

: > \ inas mM paign in H 

‘ Ss es , Byzantines the Avagy fe 
: buted to furthes I c : iM 


s , x t alpha ancl 
The Byzantine I 1 pa larly difficul 
tion the ea ter wa tened 
Persia iu ; { Emperor Mauric 
It was only after the da my ha 
1 defeat at the Byzantin n t 
Cc 1 the Balkans again and they ye Sla 
a ars on several occasions, The Danube once again 
me to form the border between different centres of 
At the beginning of the seventh century another wa 
of Slaw settlers came to the Balkans; they penctrated to 
he w s far as Venice and valleys in the Alps 
monnese to the Aegean islands and ¢ 
hed the coast of Asia Minor. Today 
we have difficulty in imagining the vitality of those 
vaders, who had been completely unknown until they 
ma such vast areas in 
within a few decades and push a w 
Roman west and the Greek east. The local inhabitants 
neaved sighs of relief only at the beginning of the nintt 
f Wtury, when Nicephorus I managed to defeat the Slavs 
= isive battle near Patras on the Peloponnese and 
39 


heir occupation of Gree« 
tayed for a relativel 

he Erzerites and Miling 

fourteenth centur whe 

© territory of Bulgaria 

sined Slay to the present ¢ 
or lo t what archeology car 
{Slav settlement on the Balkan 
s the territory of present-day 
jent Dacia, for the main stream of Sla 
moved along the curve of the Garpathians and 
Danube 

time of the Roman Empire this was where the 
lived, against whom the Romans fought numer 
battles, before they incorporated them in their 
© at the beginning of ¢ ynd century AD. The 
f Dacia & aly the western part of 
sy Romar nd under Emperor Aurelian in 
if barbarian tribes forced the 
R uns to retreat across the Danube. The country wa 


flooded by Iranian Sarmatians, Germanic Gepids and 


Patar Huns and Avars, and mainly by 


of the Toca 
ts from the sixth fo the tenth century When. fap 


Slava; they came to form the « 


xbitan 
a ircumstances, the 


pained TEMNANES Of the 


dinhabitancs — today’s Romanians = egg. 


; hand both culturally and linguisdegy, 


Rom 
sin the Upt 
‘ve mentioned a report by Jord 


ines {rom the 
ntury chat SI 


ly. Weh 


if the sixth ce seCtlEMENES Panga 
4 Novietunum which can be identifieg 


delta of the 


niddle ¢ 
as the towne 
um, lying close to the widenin 


Noviodut 


ube. Even today there ts a ettlement ¢ lled Teaco. 


2 n archeologists have found traces 
Romanian ar ofan 


wn the ruins of an ancie 


settlement ¢ nt town, 


ter of Sla 
charac 


nuly little V about the scope and 
cttlement in Romania, Investigation, 


by Romanian archeologist in the last few decades haye 
‘ded more concrete ideas, even though the explangs 


discoveries ix still hatly discussed 


The oldest Slav finds were made in Moldavia, the 


northem part of Romania between the rivers Prutang 


th, This territory lies in close vicinity to the oldage 
Slav group in the Ukraine, which we metin the Korchag 
snd Pen'kovka types: It i understandable that the 
bearers of this culture penetr uted to Romanian Mop. 


Sere 


Iecia already in the second hall of the sixth century aig 


jefe behind settlements with semi-subterraneary dwele 


ings and cremation burials of the same kind as Sovigs 


ircheologists found in the areas of the Dnieper, Dnie. 
Pripyat’ and Bug The finds are dated by the 


of the MARTYNOVKA TYPE (called after 


ents 
ornamer 


treasure from the Kiev region) which are a proof gf 


Slav expansion to the Balkans and even by Byzanting 
with those of the Justinian period dominating 


econd half of the sixth and the early seventh 


ae The inhabitants of these first setdements ofteq 
chose boggy terrain surrounded by dense forests, whieh 
provided refuge in case of danger Phe bearers of the 
Korchak and Pen’kovka types penetrated, towards the 
end of the sixth century, not only southwards to the 
Danube lowlands but across passes in the Carpathiang 
even into Transylvania. These finds include certaiy 
elements from the northern areas of the Dnieper, Desna 
ind Berezina, i.e. elements of the Kolochin Tushemlya 
type, which cle irly belonged to Slavonicized Balts; the 
migration of the Slavs must have involved tribes ftom 
the entire eastern Slavic territory 

Siavic finds from the seventh to ninth centuries are 
identical in character with contemporary finds to the 

st, known as the LUKA RAYKOVETSKAYA TYPE, Which 
developed from the carly Slavic pottery of the Korchak 
type. They are proof of permanent relationships with 
eastern Slay tribes, whose settlements at that time 


pread over the entire territory of what is naw 


s Th ‘Western Slavs partly shared in the Slavisetia 
ment of Romania, when they penetrated from Central 
Europe to Transylvania, This can be proved by the 
burial ground with tumuli at Nusfaliu near Oradea with 


ettleme 
ution by the Slavs to the territor 
1s and philologist 
he share of 
tern or Eastern t xpansion, butitseen: 
hat those angum: © well founded aceording t« 


hich the main stream of migration arrived from the 


ust acre ancient Dacia in the middle of the 


century. The starting point of a leaser wave of migration 


cre the setdements of Croats north of the Carpathian 

the upper Vistula valley, from where smaller triba 
rroups maved south. This movement was recorded as an 
ld legend by the Byzantine Emperor Constantine 
Porphyrogenitus in the middle of the tenth century. The 
fact that the Southern Slay tribes bear the 
numerically relatively small Western Slay people 
that the Groats and with them the Ser 
important role in the struggles against the Avar 
the Slavs managed to gather around ther tribal grow 
to which their name was applied 

The picture that archeology provides on this problem 
is far from complete. Bur it tends to support the views of 
historians convinced of the eastern origin of the South 
ern Slavs rather than the conclusion of scholars 
assume a considerable influx of Western Slay 
the Balkans. So far no definite find has been made 
territory of Yugoslavia of the Prague type, which would 
indicate a movernent from Central Europe. The finds of 
early Slay hand-made pottery are very rare in this region 
and tend to resemble the Romanian, which is of Eastern 
Slay origin. As an example we can cite inves 
carried out in 1966 near the village of Mutit 
banks of the Drina, In the ruins of a Roman villa 
semi-subterranean dwellings of oval shape wer 

th sherds from the sixth to séventh century 
in undeniably eastern origin. Beside them there 
fragments of a different pottery, which probably did not 
belong to the Slavs but to the remnants of the local 
Romanized population, who gradually merged with the 
new arrivals, the Slavs. Similar signs of symbiosis have 
been discovered in other places, e.g. at Zabljak near 
Doboj; they also show the character of a later Slavoni 
culture combined with a number of elements of ancient 


local tradidon 


‘oy 


U 


Roe ae 
e 


tae 


who mentioned 
and the Sea of Azov in the ninth and te nth centunes. 
The largest number of facts can be found in local 


tively late date 


sources, unfortunately, however, of a re 
in the Old Russian chronicles of t 
early twelfth centuries. In the spirit of the erudition of 


© eleventh and the 


the monasteries of the time and following Byzantine 
patterns the writer deduced the origin of the Slavs from 
the scattering of the nations during the construction of 


the biblical Tower of Babel and placed them in the 
Danube region, from where they spread to their historic 


settlements. This seems to reflect the knowledge that the 


Slav penetration to the Don, Volga 


Danube was one of the main axes of migratory 
According to the chronicles the Easter 


movements. 


Slavs soon split up into tribes. The location of their 
settlements reveals the range of Eastern Slay migration 
+n the eighth to tenth centuries. One centre was formed 
by the Polyane in the middle Dniester region around 


Kiev, To the north-west of these, in the wooded lands 
he Dnieper and Pripyat’ the Drevlyane lived in 


slor 
towns like Ovruch and Iskoroste n’. To the north-east of 
Kiev, along the rivers Desna, Seim and Sula, were the 
ccattered settlements of the Severyane. The Dregovicht 


jved between the Pripyat’ and the Dvina. Along the 


Krivichi, who 


had been the 


Further to the north were the 


turting point of the 


d by the Dulebi, later Buzhani-Volhyniar 


he southern end of the Baste 


Balkan penin 


er and upatre 
a ipatream 


Other important information provided by the et 
sy the chee 


is with the neighbou 
ighbour tural group ¢ 


;OZETO region, the 


confluence of the Oka and Volga. Thes 


5 to conclude that during the eighth to 


ceding period 


centre between the middle Dnieper, t had been made 


right bank of the 
Pripyat’ and the Dniester to broader regions 


‘ead in the fores 


ro to the north and the Black Sea to the 


tween the Bug and Dniester to the west and the riv 


basin of the upper Oka and the left tributaric 
appeared on the ca 


F 


SHEVO (again after a cha 
yuish in it the Romny group in the Desna 


s have coined th 


tribute to the S 


Vyatichir 


ettlements usually con: 


settlement linked to it 


The finds of the Romny-Borshevo type have mac 


ible for us to 


ith-east towards the upper Don and north 


sted of a hill-fort ar 


race the gradual Slav col 


name ROMwy-Bo! 


hey distin. 


Ney, which 


Veryane tnbe, and th 
Borshevo group living to the north along the upper Oka 


which they identify with tt The Romny 


id an open 


de it 


zation 


east to the 


\ 


olga. During the eighth to ninth century these tribe 
first moved to the rivers Psiol and Vorskla, then to the 
upper Don and the Seversky Donets, as revealed by the 
oldest layers of the Donets hillfort at Kharkov. In the 
ninth to tenth century the bearers of che Rompy culture 
reached the lower Don, the Sea of Azoyv and the Taman 
The 


s who conquered the Khazar Sarkel in the centh 


century brought with them Romny pottery. Later they 


had to abandon their hill-forts on the Don under the 
pressure from the Pechenegs 


the Borshewo variant (Vyatichi 


From the area o! 
tribe) the Slavs penetrated to the Finno-Ugric lands ir 
the forest zone, especially Mordya, where the important 


Slav centre of Staraya Ryazan® came into being on the 


site of an old Mordva hill-fort. In the different strate 
archeologists found typical Vyatichi ornaments, e.g 


large ormmamental 


en rays, § 
The Ry 
become the centre of the Vyatichi, w 


rock-crystal beads, and the 


land then 


their hill-fort 


on the upper Don were abandoned in the tenth 
entury 

In the northern parts of Russia relations between 
ethnic groups underwent a very complex development 
in the early Middle Ages. "The upper Dnieper region was 


ruled for centu by Baltic tribes, to which the 


Kolochin-Tushe 


eventh centuries. In view of strong similarities of their 


1 culture still belonged in the fifth to 


cultural model with that of the contemporary Slas 
groups of the Korchak and Pen’kovka types, they must 
have been « part of the Balts that was very close to the 


Slav ethnic group with which they soon merged. The 


sctual Slavonic element came to the fore later, mainly i 


Prior to that (in the 
of Baltic inhabitants came 


the ninth century eventh to eighth 


centuries) a further wave 


from the west, from Lithuania and Latvia; they used 
uns”, barrows 


f burial in “long kur 


whieh grew in length with every fresh burial. These 
barrows had wrongly been considered cypical of the Slay 
Kriviehi, In the middle af the ninth century 

and 


2 special form « 


tribe of the 
ol Scandinavians came from the north 


armed band 
if the Dnieper and Svinka and 


settled on the confluence 
together with the Slavs, Balts 


s trade and cultural centre pear Gre 


and Finns established 


dovo. From here 


the Old Russian settlements spread along the upper 
Dnieper, where the foundations were laid for the 
development of the Byelorussian ethnic group, with 
Smolensk taking over the role of Gneadovo 

The north-western part Upper Russia’ (the 
Novgorod and Pakoy regions) was originally the domain 


of the Finnie tribe of the hud’. In the sixth and seventh 


Pre-Kurgan’’ culture belonged to this 


centuries the 
This was 


but it has not yet been fully investigated 


sopki", tall tumuli that arose as 
to the 


followed by the one 


burial was placed on top of the other 


Jong barrows” which grew horizontally and spread 


by contra 


this area from the Baltic region in the eighth century 


the past the archeologists had wrongly linked these 


sopki"’ with the Slovene 
+ lite later with another culture 
produced hand-made and 
the 


sut they did not appear here 
which built 


until 


characteristic hill-forts 


wheel-turned pottery, possessed imports from 


Orient and from Scandinavia, and used smaller circ ular 


ws for burials. The Slovene came here in the eighth 
Lovar’ and 


ind ninth centuries following the river 
occupied chiefly the southern regions by Lake Il'men 
entre of their tribal lands 


1is came to form the 


T 

, starting point for further colonization. The origir 

settlement was mainly of an agricultural character and 
life — tillage 


introduced a higher stage of economic 


unknown to the or yal inhabit- 


agriculture which wa 


snts, In the ninth century the watercourse 
with the world at 


grew in 
importance, facilitating trade contact 
This can be shown by numerous finds of treasures 


large 
along the 


of Arabian silver, which were accumulated 


watercourses and in the main centres, such as Nov 
srod, Ladoga and Pskov. The main stream of colonists 
the east, the upper Volga region, and to the 


north-west set off from Novgorod in the eleventh t 
enturies. During the Middle Ages the 
irally mixed population of these 


Finnie, Baltic, Scandinavian and 


thirteenth 


comprisir 
ew into the Old Russian nationality 


region. 
Slay elements 

The 
the Rostoy-Suzdal’ land, can basically be reconstruc ted 
Originally three Finnic 


sistorical development of north-eastern Russia 


only from archeological sources 
tribes lived here, the Ves’, Merya and Muroma, Their 
culture with typical ornaments, bone products, bowl 
xn be traced by archeologists on burial 
In the ninth 


shaped vessels 


grounds of the sixth to eleventh centuries 


and tenth centunes a wave of settlers arrived from the 
ary ion of the I'men’ Slovene, and later the Krivichtjy 


the upper Dnieper region, who over the Centuries mixed 


with the local Finno-Ugric population 


The ninth centre must be re 
development. At that time a centre of Slav setlemeny 
wrose at Yaroslavl’ on the Volga. Its early phase jy 
resented chiefly by barrow burial ground from the 
ituries. Buc we also know of fortified 


rded as a milestone in 


rey 
ninth and tenth cer 
which became the cer 


settlements, res of Slay expane 
o. Timerevo, which came in 


SS OAAeR ) eXIStENCE at the 
end of the ninth and the early tenth century When 
colonists appeared from the north-west, Lt flourished iy 
the tenth century but, in the following century, gave way 
to the new centre at Yaroslavl’. The Sarskoye hillor 
river Sara) developed similarly; in the tenth 
large production and trade centreol the 


(on the 


century itwas 
Rostov region, with a mixed Slavo-Finnic population 
‘sith the Slavs forming the majority. The feudal city of 
Rostov then became the successor to the Sarskayg 
hill-fort, Another important centre was Byeloazery, 
which from the early ninth century on held theroleofthe 
reryninal of eastern trade, where the main route turned 
back from the Volga to the west, to Novgorod and 
Ladoga, The Slavonic element did not become dome 


nant here until the tenth century. The finds of pottery 


ind ornaments show a mixed Slavie and Finno-Ugne 


ile. This reflects the ethnical process of the birth of the 


Ok 
Similarly along the upper Dnieper the Baltic substratum 


1 Russian and later of the Great Russian peoples 


overlaid by the Byelorussian nationality, while the 


od, dillerentiatiogs 


used among the originally unified 
ethnic group, whi ree 

iain branches ~ the Eastern, Western 
and Southern Slav» — ar individual 
ational ba » began tn develop 


Ukrainian nationality developed in the original middle 
Dnieper region 
The establishment of the Kievan state at the end of the 


ninth century gave a decisive impulse to Slay setdement 


in Eastern Europe 


BETWEEN 
THE FRANKISH AND BYZANTINE EMPIRES 
AND THE NOMADS 


THE SLAVS AND THE NOMAD TRIBE 


The broad steppes stretching from the heart of Asia to 
Eastern Europe and in places as far as the Elbe, the 
Danube region and the Carpathian Basin have, since 
time immemorial, served as open spaces for migrating 
nomads, who from time to time spread like flooding 
waves in one and the same direction: from east to weat 
In antiquity there were the Iranian Scythians and 
Sarmadans, later mainly the Turco-Tatars and Monge 
lian tribes, in the fourth century the Huns, followed in 
the sixth century by the Avars, in the seventh by the 
Bulgars, and towards the end of the ninth by the 
Magyars (who settled in Hungary). Mongolian raids in 
the thirteenth century proved a major disaster, All the 

raiders had one thing in common: they occupied a vast 
territory for a certain time and founded their large and 
feared empires there. But mone of them lasted long, since 
the militarily stronger, but otherwise small numbers of 
unproductive nomads, backward economically and 
culturally soon absorbed by the local population 


Only the ars kept themselves apart as a unit and 


urvived as a nation and a state up Co the present time 


thanks to having adapted 


resiliently to European 
culture. The Bulgar 


left no more than a name behind 
which came to be applied to the Slay tribe 
they merged 


«with whom 


The oldest migration that of the Seythians and the 


Sarmatians — took place ata time when the existence af 


the Slays cannot be proved historically or by archer 
Only the Hun raids took 


Slav ecthnogenesis 


place at the time of the 


when mutual relations might have 
been established 


The Huns belong to the militant Turkic tribes, who 
lived in Central Asia, east of Lake Baykal. From there 


they raided the frontiers of China not far away. In the 


first centuries AD some of the Huns set out on 


a westward march; around the year 370 they crossed the 
Don, and some five years later they destroyed the empire 
of the Germanic Goths in the Ukraine. The retreat of the 
Visigoths and Ostrogoths in the face of Hun pressure as 
far as the Roi 


n provinces began the great migration of 
peoples on the European continent, Among others, this 
caused the fall of the western part of the Roman Empire 

In the early fifth century the Huns penetra 


d into 


Pannonia, which, in the first half of the century, t 


especially the Lombards, Thuringians and Burew 


dians. Skulls distorted in this manner Jordanes, among others, reveals thats banquet was held 


er the tomb of Attila, called 


seyond the reach of Hun rule = in Prete mea p i 3, which x ston 
Thuringia and along the Rhineland, The Hun grave a . Ui : en to a Sienae ge n nis nN 4 
however, differ from the Germanic ones by. their \ : i rele He deaibeny 4 rhe aoe 
{{crings, mainly Weapons, in which the bow of eastern ree edit anic tt spl eas n 
type with three-edged arrow-heads, double-bladed and Da ast trea Yi RE BL mG th 


hort single-blac words played a major role. ‘The 


further included richly adorned saddle 


contact. So that this information cannot necessarily | ; 
with gold er 


ilver mountings, similarly ornamented reins and belt 


archeolo 


associated exclusively with the Slava. Nor 


of the warrioray Anvobleccthaeths y provide a clear picture on this matter. Hun grave 


pecially typicalofthe 1 


Huns is a tall slim bronze cauldron, Noble ladix am the first half of the filth century have beer 


sold diadems and used bronze mirror th f discovered on territory that was Later inhabited by th 


; as lid the hi ri nN Slavs, cg. in southern Poland, withoutany further proof ; 
Phe relations between the Huns and the Slavs remain setae diplunncin cei i E ane volaitor | 

unclear. Usually itis pointed outin this connection that | ; eee ¥ (pe - i : iF ation | 

the Huns fought a battle against the Antes in. the Gira orig ne att ‘ees Hf ait, A f a ; 

phakeibarapsimiirir canter eae tne tg haa che ; a beeen “the ll rie SI : Hie 

showed above, at that time the Antes muse still have a i in ‘ . ne > ve of the i r 

been an Iranian tribe, who adapted to Slav ways only at atest poner anae Dials es 

the end of the fifth and in the early sixth century. Two peace hs ae edits bene oe Peis ; 

other historical data have likewise not been confirmed uiayecyet igh ia oe ae , eri ] 

When in 448 messengers from Theodosius 1 arrived at pati iw irene Hl rae ‘ ight nies mi 1] 

Attila’s court in Pannonia, his historian Priscus re menlatstinclilibeectihes UBloyaklkstraonapet aarti 

ane ae oS © Biven ‘drinks ‘called in economic symbiosis, for from the beginning the Sha | 

medos and kamos, The first can be identified with mead tilled the land while the Avar re nomad pasturalist : 

a favourite drink of the ancient Slavs, and the second dufean lived By cai rates 3 at _ Se aa 2 

with a name that is definitely not Slavonic, referring to : isi trae i wate i spate : Z i 


Se Ye 


St 00 amt a 


eee sins of bloody battles between the Germans and the Huns are 
both to the ath-eaatern E oF among others, in the famous epic The Song of ty 


reflected, 


for far-reaching expeditions 


ait Beativule against Byzantium and westward to thedomsiotmomi sn TT ine Nibelungs 
ul and Italy. In Gaul they sulfered defeat on the (han Basin and Thc archeologists have found proof ofthe presenae 
Catalaunian Plains near Troyes in the year 451, butonly {the Dade The in Huns in the Ukraine and in Central Burope on bury) | 
one year later they very nearly conquered Rome; this ed oe rather mitinncccmads grounds where they found typical graves of people of | 
disaster was prevented only by the skilful diplomacy Papier See oloid type with deformed skulls, Thins 
Pope Leo I. The Hun em eee pet ganente Panton a ; forming ie sls a hen oa } 
h of its remarkable leader Attila in 45 C s excessively elongated shape was ec among ¢ 
eoanal iui . successful uprising of the ; ain and some of their Germanic conten gaa 
The long years of ————_—_— | 


subjected Germanic tribes in 455 = : 


Jexploited tribes. Itwas 


dependent and even serving anc 
mn h the Slav population, 


even a cultural symbrosis, 1 whic 


chiefly its nobility, adapt 
specially in dres 
creative element than the 
alue but 


ed to some extent to the ways of 


sand certain customs. But 
the nomads, ¢ and 


they represented a more 
looting nomads, who only amassed objects of ¥ 
a; This side of things was entirely 


did not create them 
snd therefore literature speaks 


overlooked in the past 


_ ots 
aly of an Avar culture without paying regard t 


Slavic component : 
nystery 

The origin of the Avars is wrapped in my 
Historians have been leading disputes 
of partly Mongolian, or Turco-Tatar race 
an tribal unit 


as to whether 


they 


re 
whether they belonged to a Centr al As: 


the Chinese knew as Juan-Juan in the 
slated ta the Hephtha 


t sixth 
whom 


cent op whether they were re 


lites, known as the White Huns The last view could be 


¢ Uarand 
upheld by the names of two Avar tribes — th nN ar st 
the Chunni, recorded in Byzantine sources and in 


sion through which the Avars moved as 


According to historian 


Caucasian re 
they advanced towards the west 


e fifth century 
Priscus they came there as nomads in the fifth 


peared, around’ the year 558, in the steppes to the 
north of the Sea of Azov and then quickly moved across 


the territory of the Eastern Slav tribes to the west. In the 


) they passed the Carpathian and 


Sen anna which then 


Sudeten mountains to attack Thuringia. 
the Frankish Empire, but were driven back 


567 was more 


belonged to 
A second attack in the years 566 
they managed to take King Sigebert 


reached the lower 


successful, since 
prisoner, In the meantime they 


and moved upstream from there and 


Danube region 
in the Carpathians to the middle 


sbi Bh together with 


courses of the Danube and Tisza, where 


the Lombards, they defeated the Germanic Gepids 
They then settled on their territory between the Danube 


ind the Tisza. That was where they had their main Aring 


probably a fortified camp. When in 568 the Lombards 


moved on to northern Italy, the Avars also took over the 


region to the west of the Danube Pannonia. In that 
Avar Empire came into being, which 


and Slovakia as far as 


way an extensive 


stretched from western Hunga 
major threat to the two 


the southern Ukraine and wa 


great powers of the time — the Frankish Empire in the 
West and Byzantium in the East 


The lucky star of the Avars set re Jatively soon, in the 


1 of the seve nth century. They received the 


first quarte 
firat blow from tt 


ssful uprising 
xc time the Gre 


ve Central European Slavs, who stage 
under Samo some time qq 
Be cok Acthe suit ts and Serbsin the 
Bae ited themselves, and in 626 a major disastey 
south libe he form of a defeat outside Constantinople 
cae crahip of Kuveat the Bulgarian tribes) 
aoa nd Utiguts split off from the Avan 

the Rae that ame belonged to the union of Avy 
ng gradually the rule of the Avars, Limited tothe 
tes oot present-day Hungary, fell apart. ‘The fata 
(ory ick by Charlemagne in the years 791 —799, 
Igarian Khan Krum overwhelmed the Avary 


Under the le 


having 


termi 
blow was 
and the Bu 


ach, From that Gme on nothing more way 


aS sd they vanished completely intheninth 


heard of them ar 
century 


When the 
reat mixture of tribes associated in’ a (riba 


med by two timens of Avan 


Avars reached the Hungarian Plains, they 


were 4 g 
Their core was ; 
roughly 20,000 people. The second strongesp 

“ent were the Bulgarian Kutrigurs and Utigury 
component we 
I : | smaller tribal groups. These tribes were only 
the rest smi 


id came under the central power of the 


union 


proper 


slated ar : 

hans only during military eampaigns, Apart frofq 
nans only 

I the Avar community included other ethnig 

these, the Avi 

: in the first place the Slavs, with whom the Avagy 


loosely 


Bors ic into contact in their advance towards the weap 
and had tak 


some scholars 
jentof Gentral and Southern Europe was, in fac 


In reality their merit is but secondany 
s came with th allies, others. 


treated before them hynian Dulebi: 
: sitered across Central and Southemy 


en along to the Carpathian Basin This aye 
the mistaken idea that the entire Siiy 


settler 
due to the Avars 
firect; some tribe 


or inc 


e.g. the 


groups of whom s 


Europe after being dete ated by the Avars even before the 
reached these regions. Apart from the Slavs the 
Basin was peopled also by remnants of 


{ Iranian tribes (Sarmatians) and certaiy 


latte 
Carpathian 


Germanic anc 
of the Romanized population, especially inthe 


former province of Pannonia. This has been prayed by 
finds at Fenékpuszta near Lake Balaton, which ean 
be identified with the Roman Mogentiang: 
of the sparse but culturally advanced 


sections 


probably 


The presence 


Roman provinces — so attractive tq 


population of the 
explains the survival of certain ancient 


conquerors 
the goldsmith, blacksmith and pottery 


traditions 10 


trades at the time of the Avars and lates during the 


period of the Great Moravian Empire 
The history of the Avars still contains a good deal thar 


s never been explained, for written record 


about 
m are but fragmentary and lend 


themselves to 


atively rich archeologi 
cal finds both in the Avar territory 


neighbouring areas, where 


different interpretations. The rel 


proper and in 
Avar influence was 


strong 
sre a welcome aid in the search for answer 


sto many of 
these questions, Finds in graves run into tens of 
archeologists distinguish two 
phases: typical of the older, which covers t 


thousands. Here the 


ie sixth and 


a large part of the seventh century, are ornaments of 


sé gold, silver or bronze plate 
from the end of the 


repo while the later 


seventh to the end of the 
eighth century contained cast ornaments of 


grave 
a different 
style, often in rich settings 

In both cases these ornaments were applied to belts 
richly adorned with mounts, attached even to short hip 


bands. At one end of the belt was a tongue-shaped 


Arch 


Europe on the hu 


strap-end, which was threaded through the buckle atthe 


other end, In the older period the metal mounts were of 


1 variety of shapes: circular, trefoil, lozenge 


ped 
escutcheon-like, horseshoe, heart or shield shaped. They 


were adorned with 


arl, lily, trellis or plaited patter 


wloured glass, etc, Far more humerous are the cast 


mounts of the liter period, the seventh and eighth 
ramified, lily 
palmette or trefoil shapes and animal motifs, especial 


centuries. They include sarmentous 


griffins, those legendary beasts of ancient mytholog 
with the body ofa lion and the head of an eagle, known in 
the art of antiquity and the Orient. Apart from these 
there appeared elements derived from ancient as wella 
Christian patterns 

The origin of these ornaments and the crafts which 
produced them is hotly debated by scholars. The older 
group shows Byzantine-Hellenistic influences which 
spread to the steppe cultures north of the Black Sea. The 


Avars came into contact with them during their advance 


to the west. Far less « however, are changes in 


fashion towards the end of the seventh century, rep 
resented by the group with east bronze ornaments 


Patterns for these are being sought in the East, even as 


far away as in Siberi nd this 


ecms to be an indication 


that new nomads were arriving from the Kama river 
area, But there are no historical sources to confirm this 
The eastern ornaments occur, moreover, only sporadi 
cally among the exceptionally numerous finds in the 
Carpathian Basin and therefore do not provide proof of 
their origin, It would seem that these artifacts were 
made on a large scale in local workshops, where 
metal-workers adapted influences from Byzantium and 
the nomads, from Christian art and from provincial 
tradition, Sassanid Tran and perhaps even from Coptic 
Egypt. What they produced represented a blend of t 


individual elements into a unified style, which ba 


Ny 


nomads but must certainly have 


suited the taste 


spread also among other ethnic groups in the Avar 
period ~ e.g. among the Slavs 


Apart from these objects of distinct style the ar 


nd horse saddles 
and stirrups in the tombs, The Avars were excellent 


cheologists have also found weapons 


riders and owed their success on the battlefield mainly to 
fast attacks on horseback. As a result they were often 
buried with their fully saddled horses. They had typical 
circular ornaments, called phaleras, repoussé or cast, ¢ 
stirrups, which, in fact, were an Avar invention. The 
weapons of the Avars were sabres, single-edged swords 
and bow with bone or horn parts, including triple-edged 
arrows, The Slavs, on the other hand, as allies of the 
Avars, fought on foot and their typical weapons include 
axes, lances, bows and cudgels, But even the Slavs had 
mounted troops. Their equipment included swords, 
lances, stirrups and spurs (with counterhooks) which 
were not used by the Avars, for in the Eastern manner 
they used little whips to urge on their horses 

Women’s graves held bronze, silver and even gold 
jewels, among them earrings of highly varied shapes, 


{dition bracelets, rir 
een Wwiated! inte the hairy in a i 
; a \ lwces have been found, ‘They st 
buckles and glass necks vine 
1 { + influence of Byzuntine goldsmith 
the predominar pot 
vere all made in local workshops, only  f 
mported. An example is a unique disce 
ta rt My at + Zemiansky Vibovok ne ne 
{ a silver treasure at Ze we 
the main routes that linked: Slovakia with @ 
I ud the Carpathians 
: ligt 
) ke at typical Avar bur 
Now let us take a loo! f 
which have been matically examinedt b at 
Han and Slovak archeologists. Such burial fs 
the moat imporfant-sources of information on Ce 
jeture and cultural Jevel of the time fi 
‘Part duced during 
were pr 
Particularly valuable date v ee 
excavations of the burial ground r th ila i 
Alattydn in the Szolnok Comitatus in hy i ‘ 
1948. A total of 711 graves were opened uP, Se 
t he entire Avar period from their arrival 
nd The rsonal property (0 
ne dead were given their pe 
nee I their way to the afterlife, even f 
iceompany them on their ¥ 
us shown by bones of cattle, pi heep, and f 
hell well a with liquids. The offerin 
burial rites and the location of the gr aves distinguish 


upon the other in die 


hich foll cd one 
‘ ith the influs of 


two younger group” 


the Bust, ever 


paacion fro ugh itis very 


ution becatise eva 
leae 


any ethnic attr 


ical analysis does not al 


1 to unai 


The people who were InuFiedyy 


eet mixture of Mediterranean, Nonig 
Ala Pamit ypes with the later 
Iranian, Pa rs prope ’ 
ho might have repre proper, lormiy 


tage. So it we 


vuldl seem that the Avggy 
sciety formed both ef 


t Devinska Nov 


i Ves 


sted in the year 


10 the west 


he burial Be 
I 1926~33, fy 


| Bratislava 


) of basic imp 10 solve tga 
Pree roblem of cultural and ethnic adherenceiy ie 
omp : is period. A total of ) RTAVES Were qe 
Slavo H 


hed, dating from the beginning of Slay Settlement 
aici tof these the bodies had been cremated 


f In wants inety-lour riders, thirty-five foot sdldiens 
her rf ‘palysis of the finds and the burial rites feds 


jusion that the burial ground provided pregtgp 


i istence, even the intermingling, of Slay 


I} 
War 


—— 


and Ayar elements, as confirmed also in certain written 


reports, e.g. in Fredegar’s Chroniele. The Slavic element 
was evidently numerically in predominance 
Slovakia greatly com 


plemented and enriched the picture of the whole period 


Post-war research in has 


Tt was shov 


that the burial grounds of Slavo-A: 


ar type 
are widespread in south-western Slovakia, and that the 


were by no means unknown e 


in the southern parts of 
central and eastern Slovakia 


Holiare 


the years 


On some of them, e.g. at 
people were buried throughout the period; in 

1952—5 seven hundred and seyenty-cight 
ees There 
traces of A’ anthropological 


showed only four per cent of Mongoloid type 


were uncovered here were only slight 


ar elements inalysis 


A similar 


picture was derived at other burial grounds, eg 


at 


' rP ! t ' 
lound, 5 1 
The ald trom the t hand the fir 
alf of th niu t akin cond 
he D: hile t : ie ture 1 
rth ut Zémniky) ar light ter, al 
idle et che ft 
Int c ' 
fence of the stran 1 i wore 
ers anal the led agri H Carpathiar 
B hy h toe I wh t 
conamic, f und cultura tence of dilter 
hr ' n Hl ttled St t 
and craftamen led by the ly emergin H 
A simil i q iby t 1 
f the Balkan Si nd the nomad Bul Thet 
re tril {Tu I f in, whose ¢ horne 
had been the region ale the Volga, north of the 
ri Some ol these moved 
fr th the Avar 
ad lower reaches of the 
Danube a th cent the 


plit under the leader 


Moesia wher 


Asparuch, pe 


forme an alliance ith the local Sila int 
truggle against their common ene he Byzar 
A Nogica { these “Proto-Bulgar 1 
holars have called al Turco-Tatar peop’ 


distinguish them 
Bulgarians are centred in 


ast Moesia, whi 


suited their nomadic 


from sresent-day Stayonized 


1orth-eastern Bulgaria, th 


former in character of landscape be 


way of life, with its cattle breeding 


and looting raids. The 
dwellings of East 
Asia. They were 


mer 


settled in yurts, the typical 


herdsmen used wide n Central 


circular in ground plan, three to four 


about four yards) in diameter, with the fireplace 


roughly in the centre, Apart from traces in the g 


the appearance of such an ar 


cient Bulgar yurt 


found ir marble model unearthed at Devnya. It 


depict unting 


the entrance and th: 
outer wall 
w Presias 


ettlemer 


rool and a 


thone 


carved on the 


at Pliska c 


imilar te 


The pr 


ence original Bulgar 


uls, fortified rather military camy 


Pliska or 


tigated near 


me of which later devel 
Preslav. One 
ce of T 


d into towns, «.g 


of these aouls wa: 


sar Krum in the 


icinity of Shumen; it wa 


bly identical with the aoul of Khan Omortag, who 
cruelly persecuted the rian Christians in the 
first half of the ninth century. It ha teway with 


dwellings for the guards, stairs 


spacious building 


which could have been barracks and brick-paved open 


spaces which must have served as 


mbly places. The 


military finds of 


further cont 


purpose i rmed_ by 


weapons and horseshoes 


of the original Bulgars differed 
the Slay pop 


yurial grounds 
Phe burial grour of 


greatly unul they began to rix with 


Unlike the Slavs, far whom cremation was characterist! 


ir dead 
until they adopted Christianity, they buried their d 


uncremated, mostly with the head towards the north 


Fear of the dead 


sometimes in pits with side chambers 
was typical of the nomad inhabitants of the eastern 
turn by piling up stone 


they prevented their re 


ids above the graves, or the amputation of feetand 


known also from ethne 


belief in var 


similar practices, which are 
graphic studies in connection with the 
pires 

The first great burial ground of this type 
excavated near Novi Pazar close to Pliska, on the banks 
Men, women and children were 


of the Kriva river 


me offerings: ve 


wccompanied by roughly the 


knives, buckles, earsrings, beads, and bone needles; in 


were, in addition, weapons 


the graves of rich men there 


irrows, bone-inlaid quivers, sabres, spears and axe 
Some tombs held amulets in the form of eagles’ claws, 
hare or dog bones, connected with the animistic and 


toremistic beliefs of the Turkic steppe tribes. The bones 


of other animals prove that the dead were even given 
foexl for their journey to the other world. Ina number of 
the Bulgars buried the dead with their horses. On 


11 deformation of 


many skeletons one can observe artific 
the skulls, which is typical likewise of che practices of the 


Eastern nomads. Later, under the influence of the Slavs 


the Bulgars began to cremate their dead 


The Bulgars brought pottery slong from the & 


at, 
hich differs greatly from the Slavonic type both i jig 
which ¢ 


Jarkegrey or dark-brown colour and in its shape ah 
ti mnament. There are, for instance, round poty with, 
eet jinear or trellis patterns and similarly dagy- 
ved jars (oinochot), jugs, little amphoras, Caskey’ ang 
i hes, Similar items have been found in’ the ening 
anne Ukraine as faras the Volga and qq 

aucasus, where the Buljgar 
ACT With the 
local uribes of the Sarmatans, Alans and Khazary 
gc iet archeologists call them the SALTOVOMiayaig 
vie at yure, Some shapes Fesemble antique patteng 
r contemporary Byzantine form but j, 


polishe 


ppe regions of the 


s of the 
the northern slopes 
ar here they came into 


nomads lived or W 


KAYAC 
but not in thei 
., which survived among the steppe tribes wha 


older type 
! . uenced by the Gre 


had long k colonies 
Hong the Black Sea. The Byzantine influence showed 
nail te the towns, ©. in the greenish glaze of Pottery 
from Pliska and Preslay. Very soon the Bulgars began 
Igo Slav pottery, just as the Slavs adopted Bulgag 
ind gradually the merger of the twoethnie 


ago been infl 


use 
receptacles, 
comes reflected in the change and merger gf 


ss be 
group i 
; of these common household utensily 


different types 
The Slav population of the ninth to eleventh cen. 


turies lived in similar settlements and equally simpfe 
huts dug into the ground as in the preceding perigg 
Apart from that, however, they also built hillfort, 
‘ed with earthworks, moats and even stone wally, 


fortif c 
hill-forts semi-subterranean dwellings hay 


In these 


62 


been found as well as houses on the ground, sometime 
with stone foundations. The development of craft in 
dustries is reflected in finds of wrought metal, glass and 


pottery workshops with kilns and the respective pro 
ducts. The finds are mainly of pottery, which followed 


up the preceding early Slavonic period, but is far 


perfect in treatment and made of fine, well-washed 


sand mixed! with clay, tumed on a potter's wheel and 


decorated with incised wavy lines and linear strips 


By contrast to the Bulgars the Slavs burnt their dead 


until they adopted Chris 


ianity and placed the ashes in 


these were sometimes covered by stones or 


pits or urn 


other vessels, even placed in structures made of river 
boulders or accidentally found Roman bricks. They 
idded gifts to the urns in the form of knives, arrows 
stirrups, agricultural tools, jewels, whorls, and also 
some specific features such as a goldsmith's hammer 
After adopting Christianity in 865 the Slay popula- 
tion began to bury uneremated bodies in graves banked 
with stone, boulders or flagstone. Most of the offerings 


sre now found in women 


aves, where they included 
parts of garments, or body decorations, Many of these 
jewels are very similar to decorations of the ninth to 
tenth century found in Central Europe 

While one can observe the gradual development 
from cremation to inhumation burials in northern Bul 
garia, in the southern parts of the country the latter rite 
must have existed all the time. The different manner of 
burial rites and types of ornaments reveal tribal differ 
ences. The culture of the southern tribes, primarily the 
Smolyane, shows the strong influence of Byzantium 
This is further upheld by numerous finds of coins, 
which date the burial grounds into the ninth to 
eleventh centuries 

The map of archeological sites of Slavonic and Proto- 
Bulgar cultures has given an interesting picture of the 


conditions in settlement in the eighth to eleventh cen- 


turies, The settlement and burial grounds of the origi 
nal Bulgars appear only in the north-eastern parts of 


the country, i.e. from Varna to the confluence of the 


Iskar and Danube, from where they extend northward 


far as to Romania. Slay finds merge with these, but 


al 
Turco-Tatar Bulgars did not settle 


) appear in other parts of the country, where the 


It is clear that such ethnic symbiosis could not take 


place without being reflected in the cultural sphere 
And indeed Bulgarian archeologists are discovering 
more and more sites — especially in the centre of 
Bulgaria — which confirm the cultural merger of the 


two ethnic groups, both in types of dwellings, pottery 
ornaments and in burial rites, In a number of sete 

ments Slay semi-subterrancan dwellings stood next to 
Bulgar yurts as an expression of the peaceful co-exist 
ence of the population, As the Bulgars went over to the 
settled life they adopted the Slav type of dwelling, and 
in certain. cases even adopted the cremation rites of 


burial. The Sle 


holds and in the nomad yurts and in military camps we 


s used Bulgar pottery in their house 


can, on the other hand, find pottery of a Slay type 


A good example o' 


I 
grounds, e.g. in the vicinity of the little town of Devnya, 


west of Varna 


this co-existence is common t 


Further to the west the Proto-Bulgar 


elements disappear. In north-western Bulgaria the 


Slavs used only their own pottery, in the south of the 


THE PRESSURE OF THE GREAT POWERS 


AND THE FIRST ORGANIZED STATES 


who settled in Gentral, South-Eastern and 


The Slavs 
{seventh centuries, did 


Eastern Europe in the sixth anc 
into contact only with the r mads, some of 
cir midat, They became invol 

of 


not come 


whom moved about ir 
between the great power 


ved equally in the strug 


the time. To the east there was Byzantium, which grew 


up on the ruins of the eastern parts of the Roman 


Empire and brought its influence to bear mainly on the 


Balkan and Eastern Slavs (and only for a time on those 


4] Europe), In the west lay the newly rising 


1 claims to the heritage of 


in Gen 
Frankish Empire, which 


Roman Empire. The Franks put up a barrier ep 


ysion into Central Europe and the non 
of the Balkan peninsula; it was thersiha 
met face to face nu 


the 
Slav expat 


western parts 


at 
the owo great pe and both Were tg 
of fundamental importance in the further poljy 

yment of the Slavs. i 


prove 
cal and cultural develoy 


The rise of Frankish power is linked with Clovi, 
Sloviy 


(Chlodovech), 
ke the power of the Vi 


who adopted Christianity in the yas 
196, He br oths and ruled the 
rer Roman province of Gaul, The Germanic Fran 
son merged with the local inhabitants, thus forming 
‘of what later beeame the French nation he 
to Clovis, members of the A 


form 


the bas 


sors Merovingian 


ieee ey, gradually came to rule over further Germ 


dynasty rit 


tribes, the Burgundians, Angles, Saxons, Thuringians 


ind Bayuvari and thereby shifted the frontiers of their 


realm in the direction of the Slavs, who were, at that 
time, penetrating to the Elbe, the Main and the 
Danube. In the Danube region the Slavs encountered 


the Avars, who had occupied the Garpathian Basin and 


whose power extended as far as the river 
Austria 
In this way the Slay settlers in Central Europe found 


themselves caught between two fires in the second half 


of the sixth cei 


But this situation also had positive 
red them in their weak tribal disper 


jon and provided an impetus for political unification 


ispects, as it 


, and the establishment of the first Slay state, the Em- 


pire of Samo 


The first centu of Slav settlement in Central 


Europe are veiled in historic darkness and can only be 
explained on the basis of archeological evidence. But 


one written record has survived which sheds some light 


on their fate in the seventh century — the Chronicle of 


Fredegar, an anonymous writer traditionally known by 


that name. It came into being in Burgundy some time 


between 640 and 660 as part of a work that was partly 


compilation, partly original ~ especially where it talks 
about Merovingian France at the end of the sixth and 
t half of the 


seventh century 


in the 


626, which was a contributory factor = yese can be determined only ve 
tinople in 4p ee rote of THe State in the Th ie 17 : ni ry roughly, Th. colonists penetrated among them, but in the seventh 
That is the pure that interests us most, for it reveals development of the ne dens ere Slavs in question must have been, on) the one side ind eighth centuries their compact setlement did not 
sluable information about the Slavs, probably learn’ But these new conditions ear Western | neighbours of the Avars, on the other, of the Prank rw further than the west bank of the E 
bare ! L the lands of the hbours, the Franks, whose expansion ikewige The Franks called their immediate neighbours by th x 
from Frankish merchants, who viiitec neigh nx Jirection, The Frankish King Daget t Kame wiheevanms i ay the We can conclude trom the geography of settlement 
Slavs in search of trade. One of these merchants wa aimed in Se aan svedl 9, local thelial Prete! ute v Hy tore ; iF ed by Fre af, and and from archeology that the Slave, who under the 
ath: c 1638/9) therefore used a local tneideni i lise yefore him by Jordanes and other writers in an . 
Samo: “Ln the fortieth year of the cule of Ghlothar (i 629-638/9) ther Can omant wicsen aa bel eae y ewe antiquity leaderalitp of Samo rose againat the Avars in| the 
» . } Samo, by birth a Prank oe pag vraceful expulsion of his arrog icharius : The name of the Sorbian Prince Derwan also suepeats 
623-624) a man named Sa gra F xcuse and sen nteiaee : { the Slavaxt ‘ eventh century, must have lived, in great likelihood 
Senonage (today’s area of Sens in France) joined a Larger {rom Samo's court, as ane , Va large 1 location of the Slavo-Germanic borderland = for he Jong the north-western borders of their empire, L« 
=: t ne Slavs inst Samo, After minor success he suf is prince of the ancestors of the Lus alor eth-wes 
group of merchants and set out to the land of the SI army against Sar he fort ot Waeaette ullered was prin ‘ i r the Lusatian Sorbs Lower Austria, southern Moravia and possibly in 
called Venedi, to do trade there In those restless a humiliating defeat at the a z ure. The The fact that a mixed Slavo-Avar population rose Raich ea een oR RaN eT Taon eecra’ Un rear ea at Ree 
times such a journey required not only business skill victorious Slavs then attacked the Thuringians by way : jgainst Avar domination points, furthermore, to the the. « Vreker Yaciitar fi Hermicnte: Brel 
ie head af a ve and laid waste other parts of the Fran jorderlands to the west and north-west of the beading acl latch NE Ll ne bd \ 
Se Ce AC eagle ahrbeletee pat ele ‘ of revenge ane ia nade even the Sorbing ee DORIS id ALES EE th-west of the centre of apply their political influence, which, according to the 
" © very momer ymo's success made ev c Sorbian Prings var settlement, ie. the Danube region in Le 
armed band and reached the Slavs ar thi ’ kingdom. Sar his ule ince Avar , region in Lower Aust evidence of the Frankish chroniclers, reached at one 
renrihie . ng against the unbearable domina Derwan acknowledge him a MING until ria, which was then predominantly Slay, and southern 
Whent Uiey Were SEstiNg Bg er he Franks time as far as the river Ems, The region further to the 
tion of the Avars. The chronicler describes their undig that time been dependent on the Frank Moravia and south-west Slovakia. This conclusion ix 


north mountainous northern Slovakia, northern 


nt is fro! edegar, His sto ned bi cheologic nds 
allied serio gleexny wards: the ‘vars dwssete Toanbvelaciuch ye ! Ce nd confirmed by archeological finds, which make it pass Moravia and the whole of Bohemia — was beyond the 
tithes, raped their women, and forced them to fight in tractive one; his knowledge of the conditions tty digs | ible to determine the range of Avar and Slay setrle f iotitheuk The Slav iibeswho ved a 
aint ; ly remarkable, but they only py Accordingly, the are led reach of the Avars. The Slay tribes who lived there 
the front ranks. ‘The uprising was led, he said, mainly tant lands is certain partly ment : 1 settled by the Avars ; aa : ae 
Barnes fn cholar. For, like all old eheeey hed frarrtnresan (els WERT aR ER Were free and had no reason for resistance, even though 
by their own sons born of Slavic women, Samo stisfy the inquisitive 5 onic. stretchec r ay Hungary further to the west ) se SHUN th ob 
ie and acted so bravely that the : Jegar is very Sparing in words regarding exaop faras the Vienna Woods and to the river TD ak i Maae a a a wee Monae soho ahi Mon amg 
aisarn pai oye etre emai Se oe {no idea what difficuldent oe luded ene involved were the immediate neighbours of the Avars 
grateful Slavs, after their liberation, chose him as their geographical data: he had no ides at difficulties he north, it included parts of Lower Austria, Finds of and.uo it is there that-we tmust seek the centre of the 
ruler. He then married twelve Slay women, had twen was preparing for historians, who for two hundred pottery prove that the Slavonic element left a strong uprising 
ty-two sons and fifteen daughters and ruled happily fer vears have vainly been trying to agree nie ve the‘cettite mark on these parts. Westwards of this line, as far as To this area Frankish merchants, such as Samo was 
thirty-five years, All other battles that the Slavs waged the Turvo-Tass BolearsIn of Samo’s rule actually was and where Wogastisbiirg the river Ems and its confluence with the Danube, the might well have come, for the route along the Danube 
st the Avars finished in victory for the Slavs Tats vid its remarkable fort were located vrea was chiefly dominated) by the Slava, Bavacan g 


was one of the main routes from West to E beir 


Moreover, the Avars were defeated outside Constan 


naval 


used not only in war time but also by peaceful « 


of traders. One such caravan was led by Samo, and he 


found himself unexpectedly in the midst of warring 


camps. He probably had trade partners among the 


Slavs, and as he was not loath to engage in adventure 


he rallied his companions to their aid. So it came about 


that instead of executing business transactions he 


founded the first Slay Empire in Gentral Europe 


Wogastisbure must haye stood in the centre of 


Jubiielth ee enw, Samo's Empire, somewhere along the rivers Danube 
hind omtury Dyje or Morava, Dagobert will have followed one of 


the frequented routes along the Danube so that his 


2S] 


$o06 


1829 


fs} 


obo 


a ttly Ae 


allies — the Lombards and Alamanni living to the 


could send him 


south — 


ire — Mikuléice in south- 
ves back to the 
that 200 


ther Slay hill-forts, e 
Lower Austria, was the 
ological research can only 


along the Danube 
elusive Wogastisburc. Arche 


sky Brod. At the time of Samo the Slay 
were just beginning, so archeological excavations tell 
us, (o build hill-forts as permanent settlements. But th 7 
technique of fortification must have been known, te 
them since the time before the great expansion. ‘Th ie is 
shown by the common term for “fortification” bsibe 
found in all Slavonic languages = Arad, grad, gréd, me 


Ac the time of the great tribal migration 


) hill-forts are known from the ei 


Prague type. They originawed 
ertain period of settled life, when the new 
raiders, such a 


snkish Em i 
.: . 


threatened by dangero. 
( e 
Pacers ITTY 


Wittens 


: jon of the mighty f 
related neighbow tribes. The hill-fort " 
D : ono eT 


refuges, but there v permanent i 


Ir 
Bur thi 


climax 


habitants who guarded such important 


curse of time, they became the ruling « 


which reached it 


sa lengthy social proces: 


wth to tenth century, even if the initial impulse 


at the time of Same suilding of fortifies 


ization of 
and 


+ the beginning 


and wv t eith from the Frankish or 
Byzant which faced each other acro: Slay 
ita In view of th serious ur threat both the 
powers became allies. Under the Frankish’ King 
Dagober 629 and the Byzantine Emperor | : 
Heraclius (610-641) this friendship was confirmed in HT 
s treaty. It was the very time when the Slavs were ; 
against the Avars. The By ines, furthe ‘ < he F = i] 
ypported the Serbs and the Cr who drove th ; } ; 
Avars © { the north-western parts of the Balkan the territory of Yugoslavia, Another { 5 f & oH 
rinse it 1 ‘ 4, Hlyria erritory vewly ridifipeenipire nother factor was the a He i 
peninsula, | ting oe ee - mY d r : ES nau ire of the Bulgars, whose pov Frankish subject hile tk 
between the Sava and Drava, and Garinthia settled inder Khan Krum (803-814 © power ankish subjects, while the tribes on th i 
( ) spread into Se aaa on the right bank 
Slavs. It was a section of the sphere of interest « along the Tisza in Hungary, once the eke and re ae Se independence for many years. But they ' 
t r were beginnt cleatec s ars ere Were inde constan’ ress 
he Byzantines, into which the Franks were beg defeat : Krum's successor, Omortag (814-831). i, See intensified after 
to penetra vaded Pannonian Croatia and nm 2 a in c century 
PenTALe: son proceeded under the new dynast SPE oA aaa a over it for a time Bohemia became a major centre of Frankist 1] 
, ) avonla and the territory arounc it had long been « Seduce | 
ol hee volingians, nded by Pr in tthe year 752 Sirmium a under the Bul their “sie : behind its girdle Helical of development, hidden 
i or, Charlemagn t alta mortal sion put an end to the * expan id its girdle of border mountains anc 
FE ee L wh cx that pains completely ¥at so Bea 1e ambitions of the Franks in this the mythical period of its history. Tt ores / 
F Eee tistory. The road to Bohemia ; 
hed from He ruled over the Slays living on the Charlernagne put forw »pened up before the Franks, once they g 
territory of ancient Noricum and ie. in deat ene ae sce idea of a new universal over the Slav tribes along the prea tears ee 
Swria, Carinthia and the land’ betw va and r SEs ene 1eir to the Roman Empire Bemiiitel rivers Ma ertiiceantech tee pune ate 
the Danube. He even reached the Istrian peninsula 7 vnce: The realieattoner sin under Christian influ slaught came via the Gheb region ea see ce 
is idea was ni atiihe i ne gion and along the.valley 
the Adriatic and founded ame known as th , | with armed’ expansion aimed as naturally linked Liev Ohfe: Tal BOB hetBra: Liahiatner cached : 
Friulian Mark. This was to be the springboard [or “ Germante tibes stehtae Heese aun a mighty hill-fort at Ganburg above the Kokoh ee 
Frankish expansion into the Balkans. After heavy bat ly | nial i fies the Saxons, and against the Suubl had! ‘vo irentear ail aehiesine rae we : 
L b ©, were spreading { = 1 achieving its aim. Later 
tles the Franks occt Croatian Dalmatia, who 4 : sm the Elbe, the J g further west jutual relations improved, s 399 
Saivsi ean had onl chat epee the donald < bea Elbe, the Saale and the Bohemian Forest. Th rea bl cholGuadil al Maraviv erate ae ; 
coastal towns had und that tin cn the domain ©! idvance was stopped b =! is bs echs and Mora 18 appe 
Byzantium. The regions inhabited by Slavs along the e The Ostmark w i eee beh i Ablishment of Marks Imperial Asaerily’of Louis te Pio aie ye 
; i : s ark was aimed mainly against the B45 there § the Pious at Frankfurt. In 
coast of the Adriatic Sea thus became the point where " and Bohemian. Slava sand Tareas eons pial there is a record of the baptism of fourteen Bohe 
aay .¢ European powers ol the time SS eS dukedorn Of ANNs AameC Haat eveloped into the mian princes at Regensburg. This report se 
tria, The Thuringian Mark scattered port shows how | 
in the 1 and ninth centuric 1 we RE Mark (Limes attered the Czechs were in their trib | 
Further penetration of the Franks into the Balkar So) ee the Sorbian tribes; some siniei atl acl long wapesee teivared mabe : 
< put a stop to by the uprising of the Pannoniat a and ‘the Saxon Aft (eae ste iorganteation, Frankish Christianity, « s ek ; 
Croats under Ljudevit 3), who was the first to 2) and the Saxon Mark (Limes Saronic) against the Balideat atinalin finds had! wee scinlecons ia Bonet 
“hough unsuceesilully, tovunily the Slav tribes 0 Obodtites, The Ror te ae ae sien eves UScaaes IGIER the RAE Tk ; 
a avs on its left bank became, in fact ERisaunieS UBGRVE: cae Bebe listorical ruler of } 
aC ‘oj, had to be baptisec : 
: : plised anew : 
n the meantime, Moravia under Prince Mojmtr j 


twelfth century, when they bec 


tinuously until t 


independent but retained cultural links, The 
the Bulgars, who defended their political in 
in numerous battles against the Byzan 


h century. Tsar Boris I 


9 adopt the Latin form of 
Christianity as a cultural counterbalance to Byzin 


tium. In the end he availed himself of a different mean 


en intended 


ylum to disciples of 


yelled from Moravia by 


if achieving this end: he 
Methodius, who had bee 
Svatopluk and were secking refuge in Bulgaria 


where 


they introduced Christianity 1 ts new Slavonic forrr 
This suited the ende yurs of the Bulgarian rulers in 


r independence. This form of Christianity 


ever, brought them culturally closer to the Byzan 
The contac between Byzantiurr id the more re 
ote Eastern Slay 
trade. Military ¢ 


pecially among the militant Scandinavian Varan 


it first, in the form of wars oF 


ers played an important part 


tled R ia after the ninth centur 


Most of them were unsuccessful on the Slay side. But 


trade contacts, secured even in the form of treat 


developed ¥ 
Varangian. 


Dvi 


honey, wax 


ery intensively. The famous route from the 


to the Grecks led along the rivers Volkhoy 


na, Dnieper, and the Black Sea — and furs, amber, 


resin and slaves were moved down it, In 


the opposite direction met 11 objects, precious materials 


spices were 


transported. When in 989 Prince 


Vladimir adopted Christianity, a new stage in profound 


rehitecture 


life 
I 


he 


ultural penetration began and it found its reflection in 


literature, and in religious and legal 


Byzantine influences on Slavonic culture 


howed most clearly in architecture — ecclesiastical 


and secular 
er the Balkans and in Eastern Europe, eg, the 
of the Bulgarian rulers at Pliska, Preslay and 


all ov 
palace 


Mac 
tile 


pap! 


diree 


Eure 


the x 


dara 


This is exemplified in numerous churches 


idorned with mosaics, marble and glazed 


And in craftsmanship, the work of goldsmiths and 


pe where they 
sIdsmiths’ work of the Great Moravian Empire in 


ninth 


Byzantine jewels and pottery enjoyed great 


not only among the Slavs who came inte 


+ contact with Byzantium, but all over Central 


were one of the main influences in 


century 


—- 


Ags 


ele 


GODS, 
DEMONS 
AND SHRINES 


THE RELIGIOUS IDEAS OF THE SLAVS 


Slay paganism grew out of the common Indo-European it 
ore and therefore has certain features identical t« : 
those of the ancient Indian: Iranians, Greek Ro 

mans, Celts, Germans and Balts. This is truc of certain : 
basic terms such as div, diva, die¥ to indicate a spirit of 


nature; these correspond to the old Indian deca, t 
Iranian dio, daeva, the Latin divus, deu 


nian devas, etc, Similarly t 


or bog corresponds to the old Indian bhdga (master), the | 


Iranian haga, bag or the Armenian sagin. Certain Indo. i: 
European groups held the god of thunder in the great- ; ! | 
est respect. In the sixth century the Byzantine writer ! 
Procopius mentioned that the Slav Perun corresponds 

to the Greek Zeus and Roman Jupiter, and the Ger (! 
manic Thor. Apart from these similarities, or alien in | 
fluences, the Slavs had beliefs of their own: there even 1) § 
Were differences between individual groups and tribes | 


On the whole, we possess far less information about 


the spiritual life of the pagan Slavs than about the | 


— religious ideas of other ancient Europeans. This does 


not mean that their life 


5 poorer in this respect, but 1 
they entered the stage of hi 


lory and the awareness of 
the cultured nations at 


they had no ¢ 


relatively late period, so that 
aesar or Tacitus, who might have related 1a 
their history with unbiased objectivity as was 
of the Gelts and the Germans. When they did appear | 


on the scene, civilized Europe was already Christian | 


the case 


| 
and was not greatly interested in or showed an under | 
standing of the spiritual life of barbarians, whom they | 
viewed with condescension and with the sole aim of if 
bringing them at the earliest possible date into the | 
Christian community. Gontemporary evidence is not 
always of equal value; apart from reliable reports by 
eyewitnesses there is often second- or third-hand infor \ 
mation with various degrees of distortion. Later 


chroniclers, remote in time and thought from the pre 


Christian period, added many facts, and even invented : 
them when they misunderstood popular customs. ‘The : 
legends of the first Gzech s 


ints from the tenth and : 


| 
Arkona ~ symbulofdefianer andthe eleventh centuries and the Gzech chronicler Cosmas | 
Ata abc cs EN from the early twelfth century speak of gods, ido! ii 
i eavwathatawiyby Shrines, sacrificial altars, burial rites, magic practices | 
Maa a SS {the Baltic Sen and so on, but do not cite any god by name (at most ti 
SMe at ay yah Free 


———— they are compared with the gods of antiquity) and the : 


general characteristic of paganism revea 
that is concrete. In the Czech lands the expal 
witches and Church prohibitions of pagan rit 


leventh and twelfth eenturie 
stratum of anele 


show that th 


have been « hidden t belie 


the cover of Christianity 
This is true of all the countrie 
beliefs were fairly soon overlaid by 


Central and Southern Burope. Apart fromm » y 
today hardly anything of the origi 
Slovaks, Poles ancl 


folklore there exits 
idews of the Czechs. 


Some reports about the more remote Bast 


nal religious 
Yugoslaves 


rm Slavs have survived in local 
le of the eleventh century 


Kieo Chroniel snd in Oriental 
that is chiefly Arab) reports. We know relatively more 


he religion of the Baltic and Polabian Slavs, who 


about 
out. Unuil the twelfth century it served them 


have 
x» an ideological weapon in the fight for independenc 
introduced by Western missionaries 


for Christianity 
of 


meant only serfdom for them and the gradual Ic 


national identity 
In recent decades our knowledge of Slavonic religi 
beliefs has been enlarged by archeology, both by 


excavations of shrines and places of 
and cult objects, Objects 
els with food and drink 


sacrifice and the 


weapens, 


finds of idols 
were 


tools, ornaments, vess: 


The burial rites themselves devel 


placed in the graves 
inal practice of ¢ 


placed in urns 


remation, when the 


oped from the 
ashes of the deceased were to the 
inhumation of uncremated bodies; this increased under 


of Christianity. Gertain objects in the 


the influence 


graves expressed special symbolism, ¢.g, eggs were 
symbols of life (painted Eastern eggs were known 


among the Slavs a early as in the tenth century 
ands of the dead served 


and 


coins placed in the mouth or 


the ferryman to the Underworld 


us payment for 
4 custom known also among the ancient Greeks and 


Romans. Historically and archeologically we have con 


firmation of the belief in vampires — dead persons who 
suck human blood and who have to be rendered power 
less by the deformation of the dead body. In the same 
vay the Slavs practised the burning of widows, a cus- 


(om that survived in India until not so long ago. Even 


objec of dail 8 5 
jects of daily use — weapons, tools, ornaments, pots 
— were marked with well-known ancient symbols such 


as the swastika, cross, sun-wheel, pentagram, etc 
which through magic were supposed to ensure success 


in the relevant activity 


Many old pagan rites live to this day in folk customs 


for example carols, which relate to the festival of the 


ante ‘death” being carried outside in spring 
which is a survival of the folk sacrifice to the gods of 
nature; the midsummer bonfire, which is all that is let 
of the celebration of the summer solstice 

The core of religious life was the respect for the wods 


und cults associated with this. Like other Indo 


peans the Slavs, too, had their Olympus. Some gods 
were held in common or at least enjoyed » broader 


ificance. This applies 1 


ly to PERUN, the god of 
siorms or of thunder and lightning, worship, 


ed mainly 
in Russia, where in the tenth century his idols stood 
near Kiev and at Peryn’ near No 


od. There is proof 


that his cult alxo existed in Poland and among the 


Polabian Slavs, where Thursday was consecrated to 
him as penindan. (*" Thursday" as such derives from the 
ancient Germanic god Thor; jeudi — dies Iovis comes 
from the Roman Joye). In the Gzech lands Perun 
occurred only as @ name, and in Slovakia he has 
survived in curses, for example, parom do teha "May 
Perun strike you", and Do parame = “By Peru’ 

The Eastern and Western Slavs knew a Svanoc or 
Daznwoc, the god of the Bright Sun, and his son 
SVAROZHICH was worshipped e.g. in Obodrite Rethra 
Svarog’s name is probably connected with the Old 
Indian swarga (sky), the second name Dazhbog prob- 
ably meant “godsthe-donor”, that is, the donor of 
warmth and light as conditions of life. Svarozhich was 
the personification of fire, understood as the son on 
earth of the sun. In the Gzech region proof of the cult of 
the sun was found in symbols, &g. a cross in a circle 
incised on a clay disk found at Libusin 

The third god of broader significance was VELES. 
called Volos in the east, the protector of herds and 
farming. In the Czech lands traces of his cult survive 
only in old folk idioms, such as u velesa (meaning “the 
deuce") or Ay veles tito naieptal? (“What devil put you up 
10 iP") 

The majority of gods, however, were only of regional 
or entirely local importance. In Russia they worship- 
ped, for example, STRINOG, the god of the winds, the 
goddess MOKOSH, perhaps of Finnish origin, Guors 
and SEMARGL, who came from the Orient, and Tre YAN, 
who cannot have been anybody other than the deified 
Roman Emperor Trajan, introduced to the Slavs poss- 
ibly by the Dacians. 

The Olympus of the Polabian and Baltic Slavs was 
particularly crowded. They clung firmly to their pagan- 
ism and therefore roused the lively interest of the 
chroniclers of the neighbouring Ghristian lands. A re- 
nowned site of worship was Rethra, the centre of the 
Obodrite tribe of the Retharii and the famous oracle 
that foretold the future, especially harvests or the out 
come of warfare, with the aid of the sacred horse of 
Svarozhich, This god was also known by the names of 
Rapoaost, Radigost or Radegast, which often appear 


as local names 


pret at Stettin are in 


TEMPLES, IDOLS AND CULTS 
A characteristic example of Slavonic religious life was 
the cult of Svantovit on the island of Rigen, recorded in 


wnitten accounts and confirmed by exc tions 


Svantovit was so famous that Western chroniclers 
called him deus deoru of gods. Ghronicler 
Helmold of Bosau, who worked in Slavonic Wagria 


near Plén Lake (the region of present-day Lubeck) in 


the goc 


the second hall of the twelfth century, relates in his 
Chronica Stavorum that the prophecies of Svantovit's 


oracle were greatly trusted and for that reason gifts 


———_ 


hat Svantovit 


» and muddy 


foretold the 


g planned 

a number of lances placed in 

g first, it was # favourable 

vould abandon such an 

Only one permitted to enter the 

1 did so , his breath — each timelhe 

i to breathe he h un back to the door 

i Mf wine and a large 

followed by 

ullowed to remain 

arded by a com: 

« hundred riders, ¥ also saw to. ithe 

mple treasure. With his attribores 

+ closely resembled the Roman god of 

war M ms cen iF yugh, as the ceremony with the horn 
. he ulso had other function: 

the location of Arkona is well known = re 

of its mighty ramparts to this day stand up to the 

of the Baltic Sea on the chalk cliffs of Arkona 

not surprising that it attracted the interest 

ts. This culminated in 1921 in exeava- 

one of the leading German archeologists Gayl 

hhardt. Following Saxo's descriptions he concen- 

Jon a slightly raised plateau in what he assumed 

cee ann eeen the centre of the town, now largely 

p by the sea. Schuchhardt managed to find 

lations of a square structure with four pasts 

fee Se aaalinark of the stone base of the idol. Withaut 

fora Secaree: this to be the temple he had been 

ee eae for. The scientific world on the whole accepted 

ae tion, though doubts began to arise after 

his Eater World War, by which time techniques 


‘earch and documentation had greatly improved 


standards 
carry out his ms in tox 


cut only narrow trenches instead 


sp a larger area, which would have given 
cture of the site. Divergencie 


tion provided by Saxo Gramm 


from the 


aticus, both in « 


urch bu 


 _ esr 


fe. 


and eleventh centuries, This case ill remiail 


for the time being and the search 


open — at leas 
tinued, Thictmar’s description does not 


needs to be € 
fit the Feldberg temple, which was a simple re 
building divided ir and separated from 


the hill-fort itself by a moat 


everal part 


to form some im 


Archeologiats have managed 
ted to 


pression of the ananymous cult places consect 


yown to have existed in large 


is, which are 


local gi 
numbers, In western Pomerania two such places wer 


discovered at Tr 


iatéw (Grytice district) in 1931—3 


There were two moats of oval ground plan, 69m oF 


whose shallow depth (0.5—1 m or 
yf about 4 ft) provided no 


mn. In the midst of the 


0 yds apart sbout 


2.5 fe) and width (1-15 m 


more than symbolic protect 


maller oval (B X 10 mor 26 X 33 ft) traces were found 


ust have burnt there. To 


ngle fire that 
10 X 13.m or 33 X43 ft) there 
af which only three 
the 


fa 
langer oval 
snd three wooden idols, 


ve. Sacrificial fires burnt likewise 


by charcoal found the These two cult 


moats, to judg 
ettlement dated by finds into 


places were related to a 


he ninth to tenth centuries 


red a similar cult place 


belonging to the Eastes Slavs at Peryn’ near Noy 
gorad. The NV 4 Chron reveal that the local 
ao eus resolutely refused to adopt Christianity and were 
forced to submit to bapt nly r heavy battles, 
Akim, the first Patriarch of Novgo had the Perun 
Jol c into the river Volkhe This idol had been set 


the tenth century by Dobrynya, uncle of Vis 


up in 
dimir, the first Christian ruler of Russia. An old tradi« 
sion relates that this place was in the village of Bersih 


re the Volkhoy 
sts regarded 


from Perun with rese 


rod at the point W 


af Lake Il'men’. While philol 


lying near 


flows out 
the deriy 
the Moscow archeol 
remnants of a F 
1948, 1951-2). It had a circular 


tions, 
V. V. Sedov managed to 


gan temple in the premises of 


ation of Peryo 


Peryn’ Monast 


ditch with eight shallow niches, in which ceremonial 
fires burnt. In the centre of the circle stood the idol, of 


which only the pit ss 
clearly to be 
re later discovered along the sides 


left today. Traces of other similar 
associated with idols of minor 


irele 


Written records 


in Bohemia: shrines were set up and 


exist which show that temples were 


built similarly 
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dols of gods and the figures of ancestor 


7 were 
orshipped. The first Slay settlers of the country 


brought these with them if we are to beli the hi 
sclieve the le 

nds about Old Father Gzech. St Vitus’s Cathedral 
s Cathedral at 


Prague Castle, for instance, was built on the site of 


ncient pagan shrine called Zidi, The name 


emonial fires that burnt here in honour af wed 
f we do not 


y what gods, Some shrines can be recognized t 
ygnized by 


the big piles of bones of sacrifical animals, mostly in the 
icinity of burial grounds, the remnants of Gaeal 
,sts, a custom that was widespread among the Slavs 
his was the case at the former ¢ hurch of Ourl ady i 


Prague Castle, where entire young wild | 
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Altirieanch ar in oak-and , The ¢ Jj o with i ; 
1 ine with a ning for the phall mes the local hold ul bis baad a wt 
parately attached, clear hal of the i ‘ x ! ts at Wolg 
Similar idol been Suid re Apart from we figures amaller atarues | 
on ibehin { - 
Behren-I at Braak (Eutin district). Th relate the cult, for example lead f 
i} tol h fh : 
meritionad - ind in a grave near Weggun (Mrenslau d 
i the E mS! * ee bror f fa man in hill-lore at Sed " 
the discover aken phallus art ee he Oder region, a lithe head of bone ot Merseburg, et 
- 3 a aba i: The e ilt animale ¢ lead fish arr ae U 
fols were also made of other mat Wuat or - 
cole ee In. Thewe fa. ts » Lake Tol and at Pergita near Pr 
stone walled into the church at lav, abo «serpent carved from a stag harn, found 
Altenki aa near Arkona, depicting in reliel a mal Gérke near Anklam, and particularly figures of hows 
figure holding a mighty drink ‘ he attribute ce 
Ggure tole ee he muntint cf ae ~ ; t butes of gc ar such as the little bead 
. , e ct into a church “ vorse unearthed at Bra »burg 
wall — can be found at Bergen on the isla: A recent find of two oak idols in a fortified settlement 


noel in Lake Tollense south of 


af Milesovka, the 


the summit 


urrounded by a ditch, which enclosed the area on the ped: for mstanc 

north-western banks of the little lake. Ceremonial fires highest mountain in the Central Bohemian Massif, 

a honour of the god of the spring burnt ina number of ninth-century sherds have been found, which cannot 

pits in the ground between it and the Lake The level of have come from any settlement, and, furthermore, 
5 little disk of t with the symbol of the sun incised 


the lake might well have served as an oracle, as was the 
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Emperor Michael and Patriarch Photiu 
hers Constantine and Methodius, sons of a high 
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ind of the Slay 


population around 
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SLRS bishops, who after the death of Constantine in Rome 
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Moravian Empire. It included a burial ground 


tre stood a chureh 
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er made 
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have 
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1949). According to fin 


middle 
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© before the 
‘ome into existent 
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mission that came fr uth-eastern Danube 


The second Staré sto spur, called Na Spicdlkach 


south; it, too 
velopment, during 


location, lies further to the underwent 


hich several smaller 


villages gradually merged into a hill-fort coveri 


thirty-two hecta fortified 


Approaches. Apart 


iwellings and 


1 palisaded 
from a number of 


workshops, archeologists discovered a cemetery with 
, church, which had a long nave with pillars, a shorter 
apse and a narthex on th added at 
4 slightly later date. Graves with gold and 


er jewelry 
which surrounded the edifice 


date from the second half 
of the ninth century 


Other churches were discovered in the close vicinity of 
Staré Mésto. In the first place, a chureh of elongated 

und plan with four internal pillars and a long 
rectangular presbytery in the village of Modra, about 
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north-west of Staré Mésto. Its style aroused great 
interest, as it is reminiscent of churches from the time 
when the Irish missions were active in Europe. Such 


4 style might have been introduced by missionaries fram 


Bavaria, where the building traditions from the period of 


the Irish missions in southern Germany were keptalive 
ording to finds in the graves it must have alread 
sted in the first third of the ninth century 

The most important ecclesiastical building that has so 


far been discovered in the area stands on @ hill near the 


buildings with paved streets, a well and @ wooden fenes traditional shapes, The first in 


i bor riting tools, which wer Bfeclay, « hillfort at the confluence of the Dyje and the 
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or the find of a pewter cross w 
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the missions th: 


ransept with an elongated hors ro 
chat Eualk init sefore the Slavonic missionarics 


esicle here at the time 


uncarthed, And even further upstream, in the village of 
n he quarrelled with Svatopluk 


s is upheld also Hra 
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wh guard, and a water reservoir. A peculinge 
ne of which linked the small palace with 


led from the small palace ip 


the oth » the 
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ind aisles took its place, and was known as the 


ytal of thirty churches have so { 


aint ar been 


smaller boroughs, feudal mansigng 


yciated with the 
They are of two types: either basilicas characterigs 
-agle-naved buildings in the shape of a cross, Mog. 
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bridge. The centre of the western partwas the 
wooden bnage 
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a Minor). In the seconc of 


the time when the Great Moravian 


century on for the 


Matlopolska 


ole 


the ninth century 


or Wiilanic 


Empire flourished, the Vistulanians 
established their own state along the upper Fens hes of 
the river Vistula, They were known to the Bavariit 

Alfred the 


Anglo-Saxon King 
to the © 


» more detail in 


and the 
called the country 


Ir is mentioned ir 


Geographer 
ast ol 


Great (871-901) 


Moravia “Wisleland™ 
¢,a legend from the end of the ninthor 
certain contacts 


the Life of Meth 


Reports point ta 


early tenth century 
hetween Moravia and the Vistulanians but largely in the 
form of conflicts, for the mightier state to the north of the 

was a somewhat disagreeable ne ighbour 


Moravian Go 
for the princes of Moravia 
fe routes leading from ¢ 
This must have 


The land of the Vistulanians 
entral and 


was crossed t 
een 


Western Europe to Kievan Russia 


of the causes of the economi 


one and political develop 
Vistulanians 
confirmed when 


ment of the 
Vistulanians was 


The history of the 
which in 


archeologists excavated their main centres 
cluded Stracdéw, € hodlik and Szceawory® But the place 
of stest significance Ww 1s Cracow, whic hh became the 
vain centre of the Vistulanians. Tt is related that the 
town was founded by the mythical Krak, who was 5 aid 

burial mound 


been interred in an immense 


town. 


to have 
Archeologists, however, 


«artificially raised hill 17 
x symbolical tomb or 


yn the site 


found south of the 


clarified the true function of thir 
feet) high. It was only 
according to finds m: acle 
The beginning 


metres (56 


cult centre, which, 


came into being in the sever 
lement of the Wawel, the bill that ¢ 
date from that very 


Life 


sth century 
of the sett Jominat 
the entire surroundings of Gra 
The Vistulanian prince mentioned in the 


period 

Methodius must have had his residence there and after 

«battle lost to Svatopluk his estates fell to Moravia This 
o mentions that 


»rahim ibn Ya'qub, whe 
slay also ruled over Cracow 
cow, Clearly 


is confirmed by It 
the Bohemian Prince Bole 
fact, is the very first mention of Gra 
inherited the estates from the 
By the end of the tenth century 
territory of the Vistulanians 


This, in 
Boleslay had Great 
Moravian Empire 
and the entire 


Cracow 

formed part of the Polish state. Cracow retained its 

significance even then. In 1000 it became the seat of 
{ half of the eleventh century it 


a bishop. From the secanc 


residence of the Polish kings and 


the cultural and 
to th 


uently served as 


, highly important role 
{. Factors contribuar 


agricultural area 
its 


in 


played a 
political history of Polane 


central location in a fertile 


ween Kiev and Prague 
loped crafts, 


were its 


right on the trade route betw 


o salt mines and its highly d 


Post-war excavauions have 


xd the 


proximity ¢ 


particularly metalworking 
y of building in Gracow 


At Wawel Castle the 
of a church of St 
Virgin Mary 


shed light on the histor 
architecture 


beginnings of stone 
remain € 


archeologists discovered the 
Saviour and a rotunda consecrated to the 
end of the tenth century. The church had 
bytery while the layout of the rotunda 
resembled the St 


The remains of 


from the 
ular pres 
set in the form of across 
Castle 


a rectar 
with four apses 


Vitus’s rotunda at Prague 


on type were found in the western 


a basilica of the Sax! 


le. Ithad a nave and side aisles and 
rom the period of Boleslaw the Braye 


wing of Wawel C: 
probably dated f 


Apart from church | 


Iso the foundations 
ith ewenty-four columns, which must have 


intermingled withire 
vith reports that are hight 
He enumerates the tribes that lived outhe eee 

ed on th 


among them the 


suildings excavations 1 cl 
a bi 5 uncovered 
from Gniezno a nl 
according to repe 
eports by West 
estern and 


te ternitory of 


{ secular buildings, among them 
Glopeane 
Glopeane were rae surces (Thiet 
mar of Merseburg, Ibrahim ibn 


ciated with Lake Gopto in th 


4 mighty rul 
a re 7 wler who cx 
4 retinue of 3,000 men who commanded 


large hall w 
sed part of the ruler’s Lendizi (L¢dzianie) 
{of the country 


His original estates soon spread 


known as Greate ce 
ater 
would make th hi hel 
lizi can 
wards ( 
aking in western Pomerania with th: 
wn 


with Lak 
wrke 
northern parts were 


The central par 
(Wiclkopolska, or Polonia Maior), proved of 


for the development of the Polish 


of Stettin) and 5 5. 
pie beak othe south (the land of the Vistul 
pol % Cracow and Silesia). Mieszk scott 
itical signific Chris’ ; aduce 
snificance of Christianization introduced 
c ry 


missionaries from Bohemia 


Lednica island 


decisive importance 
like 
wise called 


Lednica. In every case 

ase this refers to the territ 
erritory of wh 

vat 


later became known as Polanie 
and he managed to h 


with whom the Lendiz 
z i 


for the first time in the tenth century, prior to 
was Gniczno, 


must have been known by a different 
a bishopric established at P, 


ade 968, which was 
aes ic bees : : 
A strong Slav state which played copes 

layed an important role 


directly responsible to Rome 


vre to believe the facts g : 
ve to believe the facts given by the Bavarian Krusawica was th 
szwica was the main seat of 
seat of the G 
joplane 


The first historical Polish Prince 


For in his work reliable information is 
Mieszko 1, ruled 


ee 


of Ce 
ntral Europe. This made itself k 
self known 


e: this way 


) and the 


an island jp 


ar Guiezno and 


metre (655 
an dwel. 
ancla tions 
h with 

ed dwelling 
. central 


ipported by 


on Several 
at Giece 

a, which 

no. Extava- 
remained un. 
vasion by Bieti- 
ation way 
sunded the 
+ rotunda, 
iry, stood in the hillsfors of 
Poland. Her 


alace with 
I 


ouilding of 
nurch) with 
ground plan of 

survive below 
ortant route to 


1 therefore often 


» Cracow and 
centre of 

rtified town on 
val 
he 


have been 
tenth century 


: forced carthworks arose 
th umber-rerr 


snd wooden houses laid out 
saved streets, The trade ena 
ere nown in finds 6t Bysshe 
z “Gull fragments of broken 
Pere avian ib eR CnRta Easter 
a a al Rhineland bronze dishes 
nd little bel 
Baltic Sea lived a/buay 
ited the south coast of the 
be atott ports: Starigrad (later 
ee Be west to Gdatisk in the 
ais me of Wolin, the famous 
outdidths Western chroniclers and 
is ie Adam of Bremen wrote 
ee wwhich flourished in (heehee 
harbour town, W 


« European town 
centuries 


1 on an island of the same 
Sla 


, er Oder. Long years of 
ith of the s 


d, after the Second World 
y German have fillect in considerable 
ologist nthusiastic deseripiionily 
Adam el mighty fortific,. 


re found by underwater 


ritten reports there was 


Fri 


Pn Dy 


act! 


=a 


Ries 5 IE EA 


cacce evan ie 


er 


5 eee 


te 


n flourish: 


Wit 


aan 


Pomerania 


The oldest 


st of castern 
The harbours along the coast 


dansk 
Kamiert, Kotobrzeg and G da 


ie Life of 
k is to be found in th all 


include 


of Gdans Prague 
written me poe ir 997. The Bishop of Prag 
of the year 997 


ig s from this town 
ussia 
he pagan Prussi ee 


i town with 


St 


on his mission . martyr there 


death as 
only to meet his di fortifier 


{ excavations have shown, the 


Hy on an island av the the independent Pomeranian princedo, 
ce lay originally on a and 
fe id the Vistula: The hare 


inner, western shore ofthe 


mM, it grew con. 
ant centre of cy, 


see tia Motlawa 
confluence © 


siderably and became an import 


production and international trad 
situated on tht 


inland, to whieh it was linked by 


bour was 


y the f . 
{ facing 0 Jfth century « settlement grew up 
In the twe 


n the mainland shore, where the 


the few ancient ports on the Baltic 


that have pete 
islane 


retained their importance to the present day 
, bridge 


below the 


The most recent Polish excay 


; su harbour for tade and fishing, Exes. 
built a harbor 


led remains of its wooden piety, In 
; centuries Gdarisk with ts time 


ations have provided 
idea of what the ships of the 


carly medieval Slay 
eafarers on the Baltic looked like 


Viking ships and even mi 


inhabitant 


They resembled 


Mtched them in te 
vations hav 


tenth and ¢ Jeventh 
ie 


chnical 
achievement. They were not 
u 


7 48 quick to manoe 
bout one thousand inhabitann 1 ; O'MIANOCLVT ain 
1 earthworks had abs , narrow streets, Alfie the Viking ships, from whieh their construction differed 
‘ sored car et along narra é 
tine i he tie vesting yooden houses set alor ne Wine by having @ flatter bottom, In this they resembled 
r ! . living in ¥ he eleventh century the whole town ships. The Slav ships had 
4 Opn fire at the end of th fl fury, when it Wits part of Fneaeniareh Ps had’ smaller draught 
th wore F a fire a Ith century, ¥ aus pa 
he twe 
built, Int 
th was Fe 


thls Litthe torn, whic 


ww 
ayneteres 
AN 


A well hortified contre of erat 
alt Waders, Opole, arose of in alas 
Gdatisk is one of Pm One in the teath eensury 


dintans trate 


an MRtant route trom Py 


Cenconm 


Exorvations brought to light 


age lo 


md and the weig! 
in 


ol 


ht of the sails was shifted forward, which 
made them more stable 80 that the: 


y could stand up 
even to heavy 


This picture was gained from 
wrecked ships, parts of ships 


have been recovered, as well 
even toy ships 


and various tools that 
as by finds of models and 


Seafaring, shipbuilding 
hours occupied all the 
coast of the Baltic Sea 
Pomeranian 


and the construction of har 
Slay inhabitants of the southern 

This applies to the Polish and 
areas, which are nowadays on Polis 
and the western, now German 
once inhabited by SI 
vanished, 


sh ter- 
parts, which were 
lav tribes that have 


ritory, 


long since 


THE TRAGEDY 
OF THE NORTH-WESTERN 


SLAVS 


«ward expansic 


rapid advance 
iis rap 


\ 


r, the centre of 


Jetians and th 


M the 


Duke of Sax 
M the Dram, 
on) which star 
Henry mani 
the Heveldi 
© Obodrites 


Sorbian tribes between the Elbe 


G 


Making use of the 


Christianization of the Slay tribe 


His suce 
He set up ane 


,osition 
rman pos 


trusted with the 


ionary bishor 


h the Slavs, from Oldenburg as far as Mei« 


main centre wa 


ssor Otto 1 (996=9° 


twork of castle 
between the 
s 


rule over thi 


rics established 


Magdeburg 


subordinated 


rites, for instance 


battles 


ny, Henry the Fo 


aged to win them over 


North-Western 
Development 


9. His name is tir 


ch Osten (desire for 


d nine years later, In 


conquer Brander 


forani, subdive the 
ind sub 


all the 
and the Saale 


3) was equally succe 


and streng 
Elbe and 


ount Ger 


vened the 


territory, he enla 


Neisse and Bober. The 


$ WAS supported by 


along the border 


sen. The 


which all the Slavs 
en the Elbe and the Saale were to 


ame to nothing under his successor Oc 


whose defeat in the struggle againat the 


{death in O89 a signal few 


prising. This swept © German 


ween the Elbe and the Oder and 


ill efforts for the conversion to Chr 


Only Holstein and the Sorbian territory re 
Helmold's 


tachalk 


mained under Germany 
ri 


ranica § vn of the twelfth 
uprising was one Mativoj, wh 


ganized the Obodrite 


t Christian and co-operated with Arc 


of Bremen to convert hi 


muntry to Christianity in 


’ peaceful manner — a form of missionary work begun 
by Otto ITE (983-1002) on the advice of his friend 


Adalbert, the Bishop of afier the bitter experi 


ences at the end of the t century, Gottse 


as to form an independent Christian state on the Baltic 


coast in idal union with the German Empire 


On the initiative of the Veletians ther 


pagan regression in 1066 di which Gow 


and the Oboxdrites reverted to pa 
was not until around 1093 that Gottschalk’s son Henry 


defeated the pagans and became ruler of the Obodrites 


After his death and a short period of Danish domination 


the Obodrite principality was divided between Pribista 


and Niklot 


pred 
be 


Danish const, Niki 


dynanty 


became Ge 
Pribial 
4 crusade against the 


well-known vt Bernard of Clairvaux in b+ 


Saxon 


were Interested in gaining ne 
none too 4UeEx 


broke the strength of the Slay tribes 


of the present harbour 


an and remained in pow 


cessful from a milit 


settled ar Lubek 
town al Lilbeck 
expeditions along 
he founder of the princely 


hich in the course 


s territory was the mai 


5 proclaimed t 


vusiastically participated # 


The 
vat 


when lange stretehe 


ting Christianit 
epting 


che 
fenry the Lion, Duke of Saxony, § 
or 


Brandenburg Prings 


rule of Albert the Be 
er until 19 avonic paganinn and indepen. 


fell in 1168 to the Dania 
conquered Arkona, The entire 


crusade wit 


—<— 


NESS 


Small hill-forts lie scattered all over this region. They 


nd plan 1 


have a cireular @ 
45 to 45 yards) in diameter and are 
2', miles) apart. Mostof them 


ed an indepen 


metres located some 

{ kilometres (about 2 
date from the time when these tribes liv 
dent life, but from the tenth century on the whole region 
and belonged in turn to the 


frequently changed hands 
German or the Polish feudal state. The Lusatian tribe 
in the middle of the ninth 


was first mentioned by 0 


rapher, who cites twenty 


Strangely 


century by the Bavarian ( 
ns on this territory 


astles and their dom 


enough, in contrast to other facts 
ith what the archeologists found, Chronicler 


he gives, this tallies 


basically w 
Thietmar of Merseburg mentioned a castle by the name 
of Liubusua conquered by Henry the Fowler in 932. The 

though one of them 


are not known to us, 


other name 
been Tornow in the 


district 


In the years 1965 to 1967 


1961 to 1962 and in 
out not only of the hill-fort 


excavations were carried 
itself but of the settlements in its surroundings so that 
a picture was built up of the development of the whole 


settled area. From this it became possible to draw 

mportant economic and social conclusions 
The hill-fort was constructed in two phases, which 
could be distinguished in the structure of the fortifica 
tions and the buildings inside the fort, In the ier 
phase & construction of stakes stood behind the wooden 
1 


semates in the inner ware 
1 mill and a well. Tt 


frontal wall and there were 
where there stood dwelling houses 
that the only permanent inhabitants were the 
of the governor or w arden of the caste while the 


used the castle 


in the surrounding vill 


ates only in times of emergency 


destroyed by a fire, which 


This carlier hill-fort was 
the inhabitants 


broken out very suddenly as 


must ha 
did not have time to remove supplies, which were burnt 


built relatively quickly on the ruins of 


The new one followed the 
but its fortification. 


A new castle was 
the one that had burnt down 
the older castle 
nhabited interior area 2 
ea of the hill-fort was 


general layout of 


stronger while the 
\ large partof thisinnera 
They replaced the casemates 
contained large 


smaller 
taken up by granaries. 


the edge of the fortifications and 


along 
hill-fort stood one 


ities of grain. In the centre of the 


quant 
a wooden house with two 


large building. storeys and 


s small outbuilding 1s a well 


and close by wa 


a cellar 
Three other dwelling houses 


Je the granaries 


were set into the fortifica 


tions alongsic 


The difference between the earlier and later phase of 


slained by changes in social condi 


of the older fort, gu arded 
provided the 


Tornow can be exp 


tions. The larger inner area 
family of the warden 


abode for larger number of 


This points to its function of 


simply by the 
possibility of temporary 
le and their property 
sopulation in the 


for the peasant F surroundings 


social differentiation was only j 
grounds were built up in 


where ust beginning, In 


the second phase the castle 


yore than 30 to 40 


=| 


We 
“AIH G9) 


auch a manner that there was no longer room for many 


[he entire central area was taken up by the 


other people 
of the castle who had a smailretinue 


residence of the lord 
about twenty men, who occupied the dwellings set 
into the fortifications The rest of the area was taken up 


ve facilities for food, mainly grain, levied from 


by storag 
round the castle, In th 


the population a same manner 
they acquired « attle (for bones form a large part of the 
refuse), honey, linen, furs, textiles, and other products 
village craftsmen, such 4% pottery, iron fooly 


made by 


Saag 


MOWKILoannnnetIneesoanaaanea 


ao re 


(=~ AS 
gacennh et 0 HS 


und weapons, Wickerwork, as 
ork, as well as articl 
articles made by 


coopers and carpenters. Th 
ley traded 
d for millstones, 


made of porphyry, which is to be found 
ound in western 


An analysis « 
using the racio-active G 14 carbon me may ie a 
id dates the 


Saxony, the region of the Chutizi 


older castle at Tor 
at Tornow to th 
© seven 
centuries. The lateronew th and eighth 


s built at the end of the vighth 


than the 
ninéh century. Whe tty ka pe Teper ea 
* WAS Td to 


century but did not last Je 


ec ; ashes by a fire 
Three villages, which shared its fate, were | le 
ere linked to 


le in the € 
t their fr 


NBURG and burnt down ¢ 
TIMBER FORTRESSES IN MECKLENE 2. SE ke ne 
telad hi 
nd islands in th 
lace where such numbers , peninsulas and : { 
There is no other place v { than the north, th naccessibl hidden in pine and damp deciduou \ 
medieval casts Sati Gey Jbodrites and Veletian numerous hikes, hic 
habited by the Obe i 
sgn pele: t. One hundred wood! y underwe certain § = 
apletely die = % 
jai), who have ra pave been counted in th The S} centuries. The oldest licin / 
a? ch castles | nt elo They stand on high / 
ecklenburg. These a ‘ | 
rel ly small region of M les of the E and the eastern F ive fortifications. None of these \ ) 
ments to the dramatic sivas af the joints and have ex's rds. They date from 
t the whelming f teas : 
Polabian tribes against tf na characteristic castles is me tury if not from an earlier 
nes and Poles form a to the ninth cen 
Franks, Saxons, Da 1 Mecklenburg landscape wher the eighth to t |. slightly later group comprises 
feature of the beautifu eas ar Slavonic period. Th { citadels (known as Ringt They Sy 
the rivers, lakes, villages ane t n after the arrival ircular castles an 30 to 50 metres (about 
is day. The castles were built soon 


enth to eighth century her builtin 
if rivers and lake sk 


a t c. inthe s 
of the Slay tribes, i Himes of tuter-tribal 


sf local 


nobility they reflect the complex social relations in the 
ninth to tenth century, The exter 


and complex 
hill-forts of the third group are partly contemporary 
with the former, but lasted into the eleventh and even 
the twelfth century. Finally, the last type are castle 
established in barely accessible places, especially on 
islands in lakes as silent witnesses to the las 
truggle of the Slay tribes in the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries 


lesperate 


Intensive investigations have been carried out on the 
tcentory of one of the main tnibes of the Liutizi union, the 
Cirzipani. They lived in a marshy region between the 
rivers Reknitz, Trebel and Peene. The most important 
excavations were undertaken on hill-forts at Teterow 


Behren=Liibehin, Sukow and Neu-Niekdhr 


w hill-fort was constructed on a picturesque 


ite on an elongated i n the centr s lake bearing 


castle proper stood at the northern 


the same name The 
end of the island ery large and was 
ded on all 4 wall, which is still 

high today. The larger outer 


ounded by imilar wall, w inhabited 
\longside the fortifications while the inner 
vt was densely built-up. The remaining parts o! 
land revealed traces of an open village, from which 
i led to the marshy shore 
eat su for the archeologists was the di 
y that thi in fact, the end of a bridge 
{ the lake to a total length of 


ind continued over a stretch of 


mainland opposite. The ¢ tionally favour 


conditions have pres 
that it could still be used today. Onl 


marshy 


able soil erved its construction 


almost intact, 5 
the supporting posts haver nained on the bottom of the 
lake where they rise above the surface at a low water 
level. On the mainland onl the balustrades are missing 


« ultof having been 
We can thus reliably reconstruct its 


covered over by acau 
vay at 


ome later stage 
appearance: The discovery of this bridge and the 
appearance of the enure hillfort serve as an eloquent 
illustration to a report by Ibrahim ibn Ya'qab in which 
he described Sla castles intl ions, I 

thatone of the castles thathe vis I during his 

the tenth century W* ir t, Teterow 

An even more COmf sive picture of the vanished 


life of the Cirzipani we 
hillfort at Behren-Labehin This can probably be 


iven by excavations of the 


identified with the ur Lubekinca mentioned by the 
chronicler Saxo: Grammaucus in connection 


Danish 
Jer the Danish King Cnut Vi and 


an expedition unc 


» Absalon & 
The Rani tribe from the island of Rigen 


Lund to the Slav regions on the 


Baltic in 1184 
joined this expedition, a¥ 
where the 
shore of the now dry lake, was 


id they reached this town in the 


Cirzipani bog army began looting. The 


hill-fort, built on the 
of two separate 
wn the narrow peninsula and 


composed parts linked by a wooden 
bridge: a smaller castle 
ter ward on the mainland. Since there were 


1 larger ou 


frequent floods on the peninsula its ground level was 


raised with the aid of «thick layer of tree trunks on which 


} soil had been pi 
This timbered laye 
¢ it has survived almost in its 


peat ane led to act as foundation for the 
houses + in time sank into the soft 
substrata so that in place 
entirety. All that was 


erect the fallen part 


needed for reconstruction was to 


vas probably an 


jound here include 
usually survive in 
even axes with 

Hh wheels, atic 
orpament on 
ather objects that pre 
{ local « 


rafiamanship inthe 


carried « bris! with bor . id 158 Henry the Lion founded the 
. t tov 
SEAFARERS AND PIRATES Scandinavia. This fact is proves . a ore wn of Liilbeck clase by 
HE BALTIC SEA : wr of treasures found in its surroundings, Take 
IN THE £ » nur | other harbour town Oldenburg did 


ust but at a distance of about five 


tre of the Baltic Sla a5 the island 
the Svantovit temple at Ark The 


hape of the island with its nur 


Mecklenburg 


tlie right on the co > 
esta three miles) from Kiel Bi 4 


Ships and harbour found a | 
par uf the Slavo-B: was re also bui 


{ Holstein. Recor kilome 
v harbou roughl ld 
ak of the existence of the ol I hich coule 


ashore made F eal for 


harbour scovered at 


hearer mes « reached by ship along the ay. The settlement was protected 
Reric, on the territo Oldenburg canal. In 968. bishopric was founded here and extended ov re than half 
Danish and mear aaa o the local Slay tribes. Tn the a kilometre 550 yards). It was inhabitec both 
the c > : Nesta te Starigrad and the whole of the local population and foreign merchants who 
which th ee ae ¢ Obodrite state ses hen broug among other Scandinavian fibulae 
sriginal S| ic name ¥ c rower of © ed by growing Liibeck, which and Norwegian talc. Silversmiths were active here 


rradually 


the role 


Obodrit after t played by Starigr id-Oldenburg and finds of writing tools su: P 


t that people knew how to 
ies of Charlemagn were given la i Reric- Mecklenburg im the twelfth centur vrite, Seafaring was confirmed when three st 
Tera ibout two and a half the 


unkish mer 


{ Labeck lay four kilometre ninth or tenth century were discovered. The 
of the later medieval town. It be- us 13 to 14 meter ne 15 yards) long, 3.4 metre 


the Obodrite Prince Henry 3.7 yards) wide and wa 


» the north 
ea; constructed of oak battens 

it for his der The town joined with iron rivets and attached to the frame 

ho clarified its ship with wooden pegs. The holes were caulked 


in the years 1947 to 


territo tion during major excayauion hemp fibre and resin. This ship of a type 


ene har his si ; rie rhe venalle lis they unearthed the carry cargo 


Jatior ith an elongated ground plan The Slavs on the Baltic Sea were good seafarers and 


ht tombs of princes. They contained eleven managed to establish a whole network of fortified on Slas 6 was a major commodity in their trade with 


vd dives and gold hairpins. Next to the church stood economically prosperous harbours. For that reason the Scandinavia wh ‘ 


xchanged it for weapon 
lace and close by were the living quarters Vikings did not manage to 


the jewelry, coins and the like, In this way the Slavs even 
i at. goldsmiths’ workshops, store outhern coast of the Baltic even at the time of their soquired Arabian sily In t h century the 
cll. Outside the s lay three greatest expansion nor did they settle permanently here wish-Arab merchant Ibrahim ibn Ya'qub, who visited 
raftsmen, servants and 1s they did in the British Isles, Iceland, Normand Obodrites, did not know anything about the 

mainly of Danish and Sicily and in Eastern Europe. By contrast to the Viking existence of Slay pirates. But he speaks of their 
kground by t sation! z to the Chronicle of he Slavs at the onset were not interested in piracy. T 
ed westerly tribe © Balti ey even built their urch, Old Libeck had no rea’ 


voyages across the seas to the Russian 


on to be as their land was far more fertile Constantinople, even perhaps on the Atlantic Ocean for 


were the Wagri. Their main centre tarigrac i ong, The settleme snished before than Scandinavia. Chronicles relate that vine t 


ed Oldenb their western neighbours. It grew uf oe elfth ce ogether with the rew in Pi 


mentions icebergs, on which some Slav seafarers were 


merania. Agricultural produce transported) —————_______ wrecked. In the early period the Slavs were allies of the 
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